
26th After Pentecost 
Reign of Christ 

21 November 21 
Kiama-Jamberoo 

Citizenship 

Gathering 

Create a space for worship - perhaps with a small table with a 
bible, cross and candle. 
This week, it would be appropriate to find a white cloth or scarf to 
signify that this is a special celebration.   
Take some deep breaths as you gather your thoughts towards 
God. 

Welcome 
Young or young at heart, 
Raring to go or with energy waning, 
With a faith that is all-in or just dipping your toe in, 
You are welcome. 
And I pray that in this time and place, you will know the 
presence of God. 
 
Introduction 
Today we reach the end of the church year - the completion 
of the cycle, if you like, before we begin again next week 
with our preparations for Christmas.   
Today we celebrate the Reign of Christ. 
Of course, like all calendars, the church calendar is a human construct. 
Today’s readings remind us that the end of the church year, rather than being a “full stop”, 
points us to the “yet to come” - and while our human lives are constantly experiencing 
beginnings and endings, and sometimes it is tempting to drift into a space that looks to a 
heaven sometime in the yet to be, today we are reminded that God’s realm, God’s kingdom, 
is not confined to our sense of time. 
God’s reign is, was and is to come - all of it, at the same time. 

Acknowledgement of Country 
Across the vast and beautiful land that is now called Australia, indigenous peoples have 
cared for the earth since time immemorial. 
In this place, between the ocean and the mountains, the Wodi Wodi people of the Dharawal 
nation have lived in harmony with the land and waters and its flora and fauna. 
We give thanks for them and this place. 
We pay our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 
And we pray that we will learn to walk together and to care for one another and this land in 
ways that honour our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. 

Light Candle 
We light a candle to centre us and to draw us towards Christ. 
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but 
will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 
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Call to Worship 
Friends,  
grace to you and peace  
from the One who is  
and who was  
and who is to come.  
And also to you! 
We gather in the love of Christ to be centred and stilled. 
We open our hearts to receive anew.  
We open our hearts to the mercy of Christ, who is our healing and wholeness.  
We open our minds to receive anew.  
We open our ears to the wisdom of Christ, who is our grounding and inspiration.  
We open our lives to receive anew.  

Let us pray… 
Eternal God, 
your word of grace continues to sustain us, 
even when we think we have stopped listening.  
Today, may we be moved by One who invites us to follow on the paths of love and 
justice; paths of tender care for earth and all its creatures. This is our heart’s desire. 
Amen.  

Seasons of the Spirit, Resources for 21 November 21, p.156 

Sing - You Are Holy, You Are Whole (TIS 759) 
You are holy, you are whole. 
You are always ever more than we ever understand. 
You are always at hand. 
Blessed are you coming near; 
blessed are you coming here 
to your church in wine and bread, 
raised from soil, raised from dead. 
You are holy, you are wholeness, 
you are present, let the cosmos praise you, Lord! 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, 
hallelujah, hallelujah, our Lord! 

©  P. G. Harling 

Prayer  
God of all, 
you who reign in heaven and on earth,  
we come to worship bringing all that we are.  
You reign in our hearts, sovereign in our lives, leading us to discover your kingdom 
promises.  
God of love and compassion,  
when we fill our lives with things that feed our greed, forgive us;  
when we offer worship to earthly things, forgive us; 
when we put you high on a pedestal beyond our reach, forgive us;  
when we take your kingdom and turn it into something unlovely, forgive us.  
When we let material things reign supreme, forgive us and make us new;  
remind us again and again 
that your kingdom is not of our imagining;  
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remind us again and again 
that it is through Jesus that we know God; 
and through Jesus we are made new: forgiven, restored and free. Amen.  

Spill The Beans, Issue 40, Resources for 21 November 21, p.121 

Sing - The Servant King (TIS 256) 
From heaven you came helpless babe, 
entered our world your glory veiled;  
not to be served but to serve,  
and give your life that we might live. 

This is our God, the Servant King,  
he calls us now to follow him,  
to bring our lives as a daily offering  
of worship to the Servant King. 

There in the garden of tears,  
my heavy load he chose to bear;  
his heart with sorrow was torn,  
“Yet not my will, but yours,” he said. 
This is our God… 

Come see his hands and his feet,  
the scars that speak of sacrifice,  
hands that flung stars into space  
to cruel nails surrendered. 
This is our God… 

So let us learn how to serve  
and in our lives enthrone him;  
each other’s needs to prefer,  
for it is Christ we’re serving. 
This is our God… 

© 1983 Graham Kendrick 

Listening for God’s Voice 

Reading: Revelation 1:4b-8 (Michele Broad) 
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
   every eye will see him, 
even those who pierced him; 
   and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
8 ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty.  

Reading: John 18:33-38a 
33 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, ‘Are you 
the King of the Jews?’ 34Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell 
you about me?’ 35Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests 
have handed you over to me. What have you done?’ 36Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not 
from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.’ 37Pilate 
asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. For this I was 
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born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the 
truth listens to my voice.’ 38Pilate asked him, ‘What is truth?’ 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
for the Word of God among us, 
for the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God! 

Reflection 
We pray… 
Alpha and Omega, as citizens of your realm, open our hearts and minds to the kind of 
society into which you call us, and prompt us to recognise our place, our role in bringing 
your realm into the reality of our own living.  For Christ’s sake, we pray.  Amen. 

The celebration that is the Reign of Christ, or Christ the King as it was first known, is a 
relatively recent addition to the Church calendar.  And I have to admit it has never been 
one of my favourites - a quick glance over my notes over the years shows that I have 
been pretty good at finding someone else to preach, usually one of my least-suspecting 
students!  At other times, I have taken the alternative option and concentrated on the 
theme of Thanksgiving, celebrated by our north American brothers and sisters in the 
coming weeks. 

But in sitting with these texts this week, I have come to realise that there is something 
really important in this celebration, particularly when we learn that the celebration was, 
as I say, quite recently added, in 1925, as a direct response to the rise of fascism in 
Europe.  As a new dictator arose and claimed power, it was a very deliberate attempt to 
invite the church to think deeply about how we understand power and authority - and the 
nature of God’s realm.  And I think, I hope, I have figured out where my discomfort has 
come from… 

So a question: when you think of Christ the King or the reign of Christ, what comes to 
mind? 
And I wonder, have we fallen into the trap of creating Christ’s kingship, Christ’s rule, in 
our own image of what we expect of a ruler? 
Or to put it another way, have we created Christ the king to rule our own version of the 
kingdom? 
There is a great danger that we simply imagine Christ to be like the rulers we already 
know - the ones who make the decisions and the rules - only we claim Christ to be 
“better” or “greater” or more powerful in the sense that no matter what our earthly rulers 
do, Christ will defeat them and “make it all better”.  1

Perhaps it is made even harder for those of us who live in a democratic society, to even 
imagine what it might be like to have this one Christ reigning over all. 

What I am saying is, in celebrating Christ as king, we need to take care that we don’t 
lose sight of the kind of kingdom Jesus came to reveal, and the kind of ruler Christ came 
to be - and so, the kind of society we are called to embody. 

A quick google search of images of Christ the King brings up hundreds of images of 
Jesus wearing a crown.  

 The writer, Albert North Whitehead in his book “Process and Reality”, suggests that the early Church succumbed to a 1
“deeper idolatry of fashioning God in the image of Egyptian, Persian and Roman rulers… The Church gave unto God the 
attributes which belonged exclusively to Caesar.”  
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Apart from the many icons 
that are around, I was 
enthralled, in particular, at 
images of this immense 
statue in Poland.  It was 
completed in 2010 (so just 
over 10 years ago).  The 
figure stands 33 metres high, 
the crown alone is 3 metres 
high - and along with its 
mound, the statue is 52.5m 
high - the length of an olympic 
sized swimming pool! 
It took over 5 years to build and cost about $1.5m (US). 
It is the 2nd tallest statue of Jesus in the world - the tallest is in Indonesia. 

But it is the crown I am drawn back to - crowns were given or bestowed on leaders from 
ancient times - a symbol of status and authority, and often made of gold and inlaid with 
precious stones implying riches and wealth - or, rather, equating authority with wealth. 
But that seems to me to be nothing like the kind of kingdom Jesus describes and 
embodies.  Christ’s crown had no jewels, it had thorns. 

Christ reigned from a cross, from an empty tomb, from a table of broken 
bread, from the abandonment of his disciples. [Christ’s] reign is truly of love, 
given, and nothing returned, no reward for being true to the faith. It is truly 
self-less…  

Spill The Beans, Issue 40, Resources for 21 November 21, p.119 

Standing before Pilate, Jesus explains that his reign is incomparable to anything of this 
world - it is totally other.  It is not like the Roman or Persian rule that ruled by fear and the 
force of the sword.  It is not like our model of democratic government that assures us we 
all get a say but allows the power of money to make the decisions and guide directions.   
Jesus’ reign is a way of being in community that ensures that every life is honoured and 
valued, that the vulnerable are cared for, that continually seeks reconciliation and healing 
between and amongst, and that will give all of itself for love to be known. 

And as Jesus’ followers, in this time and place, we are called to both embody that kind of 
community in our own living and to invite and call our neighbours to join us. 

Because God’s realm is also not something that is some far off dream or promise. 
It is here and now. 
And it is not yet. 
It is, it was and it is yet to be. 

But the “yet to be” won’t arrive as if by magic. 
I don’t believe Christ is going to come and “make it all better”. 
Rather Christ comes to us into the midst of suffering, joining with us, and inviting us into 
something more, something more than ourselves, something other than the assumptions 
we have accepted for the way the world works. 
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The letter that we call Revelation was written at a time when the early Church was 
suffering from persecution.  The people around them didn’t like them so much.  The 
practices of the early Christians threatened the established ways of society - after all the 
Christians welcomed men, women and children, slave and free into their number and 
everyone ate together and shared what they had.  

[Now I know that Revelation is a little strange to our ears and minds - and I am not going 
to go into that today.  If you want a good overview of its main themes, have a look at the 
videos prepared by the Bible Project: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nvVVcYD-0w 
and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QpnIrbq2bKo ] 

The words of Revelation 1 echoes the hymn of Colossians 1:15-20. 
This Jesus, “the ruler of the kings of the earth.. loves us”, present tense, “and freed us 
from our sins”, past tense, already done. (Rev 1:5)   
This Jesus, came amongst us, and when brought before Pilate, the ultimate power and 
authority in that region at that time, the man who held his life and death in his hands, 
when Jesus had the chance to talk his way out of trouble, instead continues the contest - 
whose power is real?  Whose truth will prevail?  

As followers of Jesus, we believe that power and authority rests with the One who is 
Love.  The life, death and resurrection of Jesus reveals love that is radically inclusive, 
forgiving and without bounds.  Truth and power are understood and exercised through 
the lens of Love - without exception.  Christ’s reign radically upends the power of fear, 
military might and wealth - and replaces it with humility, peace-making and abundant 
sharing amongst all creation. 

As followers of Jesus, we commit ourselves to living out in our own lives the teaching 
embodied by Jesus - we become citizens of the realm over which Jesus the Christ 
presides - and we are wrapped up in the “was, is and will be”.  We carry the varied 
stories of the Christian community throughout the ages - good and bad.  We live in the 
now, embraced by the love and grace of God, and we look for, and work towards the not 
yet - the growing, the deepening, the extending of God’s way amongst the communities 
we are a part of. 

I think it is apt for us today, just two weeks away from local government elections, and 
only a few months before a Federal Election has to be held, to think about: 
What does it mean for you to be a citizen of the realm of God, or the kingdom of Christ? 
How does our citizenship of, or our belonging in, God’s realm impact our citizenship of 
this community here in Kiama, in Australia, or our citizenship of the global community? 

As we think about who we will vote for, who we want to represent us, perhaps a question 
to ask might be - what is the kind of society God is calling us to, and then, who of the 
candidates are most likely to help us be more like that society? 
At the same time, as citizens, how are we each contributing to growing our society to be 
more like the realm of God?  Because we can be sure that there is yet more to come! 

Let us pray… 
Alpha and Omega, you encircle time with your presence, you encircle creation with your 
love. You brought all things into being and receive all things back to you. May we find our 
hope, and our life, in your enfolding grace. Amen.  

Seasons of the Spirit, Resources for 21 November 21, p.154 
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Responding 

Sing - This Kingdom (P&W 763) 
Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed, 
the Son of Man, the Son of God, 
his kingdom comes.     
Jesus, redemption’s sacrifice, 
now glorified, now justified, 
his Kingdom comes, 

And this kingdom will know no end     
and its glory shall know no bounds, 
for the majesty and power 
of this kingdom’s king has come. 
And this kingdom’s rein, 
and this kingdom’s rule, 
and this kingdom’s power and authority: 
Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed. 

Jesus, the expression of God’s love,     
the grace of God, the word of God, 
revealed to us. 
Jesus, God’s holiness displayed, 
now glorified, now justified, 
his kingdom comes, 

And this kingdom will know no end… 

©  1995 Word Inc.  Words & Music:  Geoff Bullock 

Prayers of the People - Narelle Dempster 
God of compassion, soften our hearts, and prepare us as we bring our concerns for 
others before you. We take hold of your promise that when we boldly approach your 
throne of grace, we will find mercy and grace in time of need. 

Lord you breathe through creation, calling all that we see and so much more into being. 
Yet as we look around our world we are so aware of the places of struggle and darkness: 
Places where violence is used to settle political, religious, & racial differences. 
Places where people are not treated fairly, or where poverty is entrenched and hunger 
and despair s real. 
People who are struggling with physical, emotional, and mental illness –. 
People who are grieving the loss of innocent life through tragic accidents, acts of terror or 
senseless violence.  

Even in our church we can so easily lose our way or when we seek to do your work in 
our own strength without looking to you for unless you build the house, we will surely 
labour in vain. 

Loving God, hear our prayers today for those whom we know and care for that are 
affected by sorrow and illness, injustice and despair - or by fear and weakness -- breath 
into their hearts - touch their bodies - speak their names and bring new life to their soul. 
We hold before you in silence those you’ve laid on our hearts …………  

In these times of uncertainty, we pray in particular for our leaders - leaders of nations, 
state leaders and politicians, members of local councils, church and community leaders. 
We ask for them your wisdom, humility and clarity of thought and reason as they engage 
with complex issues. We so long for leaders who are genuine peacemakers and who 
seek understanding of what it means to work together for the common good. 

Lord as your people you call us all to be bearers of light and hope in this world; you call 
us to look out for our neighbour. Through the word that we’ve heard over these last few 
weeks, help us by your grace to be a people of compassion and love, ready to share 
your light and hope with everyone we meet.  
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As a congregation we ask for wisdom and gentleness, humility and courage, and a heart 
to humble ourselves to be a people of prayer and dependence on you. Let your word and 
your way be the measure of our lives, and your love our motivation to look out for others.  

Enlarge our hearts to support and encourage each other.  
For all of us, when we are strong, help us to carry each other and when we are weak, 
help us to let others carry us 
Lord in your name and by your grace we pray. Amen 

Offering 
Take a moment to reflect on God’s goodness to us, to you. 
Think about the changes you have faced this past year - and the changes perhaps still to 
come.  What can you offer to God in those spaces? 
In responding to what we have read and how we have heard God speak to us, we 
commit ourselves to moving with God’s Spirit, breathing life in the world around us. 

God of grace and peace, 
We give thanks for the abundance we enjoy in our lives. 
As citizens of your realm, may we use our gifts and organise ourselves to contribute to 
the flourishing of all life.  In Christ’s name, we pray.  Amen. 

Sending 

Sing - At The Name of Jesus (TIS 231) 
At the name of Jesus  
every knee shall bow,  
every tongue confess him  
King of Glory now:  
this the Father’s pleasure  
that we call him Lord,  
who from the beginning  
was the mighty Word. 

Humbled for a season  
to receive a name  
from the lips of sinners  
unto whom he came,  
faithfully he bore it  
spotless to the last,  
brought it back victorious  
when from death he passed. 

In your hearts enthrone him,  
there let him make new  
all that is not holy,  
all that is not true. 
He is God the Saviour,  
he is Christ the Lord,  
ever to be worshipped,  
trusted and adored. 

When this same Lord Jesus  
shall appear again  
in his Father’s glory,  
there with him to reign,  
then may we adore him,  
all before him bow,  
as our hearts confess him  
King of Glory now. 

Words:  Caroline Maria Noel 

Sending and Blessing 
Go now, into the world, 
a world reigned by earthly leaders.  
Go, proclaiming God’s kingdom.  
Show grace and mercy to all people.  
Serve your brothers and sisters, as Jesus did.  
Comfort all in need as the spirit guides you.  
And may God’s blessing be with you all, now and forever. Amen. 

Spill The Beans, Issue 40, Resources for 21 November 21, p.123
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