An introduction to the theme

When something hits close to home, it affects us deeply. During the Advent and Christmas
season, we journey through scriptures and rituals that are tender, heavy with emotion, and
vulnerable. We carry the memories and truths of this season close to our hearts. Close to
Home acknowledges the “already but not yet” tension of our faith: Emmanuel is with us, and
yet, God’s promised day—our everlasting home—is not fully realised. It names our deep
longing for God to come close to us.

The Advent and Christmas scriptures are rich with home metaphors and imagery. John the
Baptist prophesies about the One who is to come, but reminds us that we are still wandering
far from God's promised day; his message hits close to home, especially for those
experiencing inequity and oppression. After receiving the angel’'s news, Mary retreats to
Elizabeth’s home, seeking refuge and safety. Christ is born in the midst of a journey home, in a
crowded dwelling space amidst livestock and shepherds alike. The Magi travel far from home
to pay homage to Christ, and, having been warned in a dream, they avoid Herod by traveling
home another way. In these scriptures, home is both physical and metaphorical, something we
seek and something we are called to build. Ultimately, God is our home and resting place. God

draws near and makes a home on earth—sacred ground is all around us.

Close to Home also names the pain many of us will carry into this season. The holidays can
poke at our grief. Many will be missing loved ones lost to sickness and tragedy. The traumas of
the pandemic will still be with us. Many will have lost homes—due to natural disasters,
economic hardship, and unjust policies. Many do not feel safe in their own homes due to poor
living conditions or harmful family dynamics. Many feel alone and isolated at home. Churches
are discerning transitions with their physical buildings; many of our spiritual homes are
changing.



This Advent, may we be comforted by the One who dwells intimately with us. May we expand
safety and sanctuary for everyone wandering far from home. May we come home— wherever
home is found—to live fully with joy, hope, and courage.

About the logo

As we brainstormed imagery to convey this theme, we were drawn to architectural blueprints
as a visual symbol and theological metaphor. Blueprints are tangible glimpses of a vision
actively and intentionally pursued. They are precise and will inevitably be revised. Blueprints
give builders the information they need to bring a dream to life. In many ways, the Advent
scriptures are like blueprints—detailing the dreams of a God who makes a home with us.

The icon in our Close to Home logo conveys a theological concept of home. The hands
express our deep longing for connection, intimacy, and for God to come close. As the hands—
representing both God'’s hands and the hands of humanity—draw closer to one another, they
form a structure of home. The home structure is not one dimensional; it expands outward,
with a doorway offering an open invitation to us all. The hands break through the house
structure, centring human connection and mirroring the in-breaking of God in our lives. The
logo is both structural and personal, comforting and nostalgic—reminding us of the ways
God’s home is close but not yet complete.



