
23rd After Pentecost 
Reformation Sunday 

31 October 21 
Kiama-Jamberoo - online 

Towards Re-forming and Re-gathering 

Gathering 

Create a space for worship - perhaps with a small table with a 
bible, cross and candle. 
This week, it would be appropriate to find a green cloth or scarf 
to signify that we are in a time of “growing”.  
Start by lighting the candle.  The candle helps to centre us.  
Take some deep breaths as you gather your thoughts towards 
God. 

A video of the prayers, readings and reflection can be 
found here: 
https://vimeo.com/640259888/39fedb1b07  

Acknowledgement of Country 
Across the vast and beautiful land that is now called 
Australia, indigenous peoples have cared for the earth 
since time immemorial. 
In this place, between the ocean and the mountains, the 
Wodi Wodi people of the Dharawal nation have lived in 
harmony with the land and waters and its flora and fauna. 
We give thanks for them and this place. 
We pay our respect to their Elders, past, present and 
emerging. 
And we pray that we will learn to walk together and to care for one another and this land in 
ways that honour our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. 

Introduction  
Today is All Hallows’ Eve, or Halloween.   
The Celtic church describes these three days - Halloween, All Saints and All Souls Days - 
as a “thin place” - special times in the life of the Christian community where our 
remembering draws us close to each other and to God. 
We will celebrate All Saints Day next week - it is a special day in the church’s remembering, 
set aside to remember people of faith who have gone before us and shaped our own faith. 
Today, the day before All Saints Day, marks another special event for us.  On the night of 31 
October, 1517, Martin Luther went to the castle church in Wittenberg in Germany and nailed 
his 95 theses to the church door.  His theses or statements were an invitation to debate the 
doctrine and practice of indulgences (paying the church for forgiveness and prayers). 
And it began what became known as the Protestant Reformation.  

Luther chose this night knowing that many people would be attending church the next day – 
All Saints Day – and so everyone would see and read his statements of concern about the 
church.  [For an overview of the Protestant Reformation (15 minutes): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1o8oIELbNxE ] 
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In the Basis of Union, “the Uniting Church prays that, through the gift of the Spirit, God will 
constantly correct that which is erroneous in its life, will bring it into deeper unity with other 
Churches, and will use its worship, witness and service to God’s eternal glory through 
Jesus Christ the Lord.” (Basis of Union, paragraph 18).  

Today we recognise the courage it takes to call out practices of the church that are not 
helpful or that do not reflect the love and grace of God.  We pray that we will always be 
open to correction and re-forming.  And we continue to commit ourselves to working 
towards a deeper unity with other Churches. 

Call to Worship - Based on Psalm 146  
Praise God who made heaven and earth.  
Happy are those whose help is in God. 
Praise God who cares for the oppressed and provides enough for all.  
Happy are those whose help is in God. 
Praise God who watches over those who feel included and those who feel left behind.  
Happy are those whose help is in God.  
Let us worship God.  

Let us pray 
Loving God, Mother and Father of all people, 
we open our hearts to you and the life you give. 
Help us to breathe in deeply of your wild and wonderful spirit and inspire us with your 
presence so that we might be at peace with all of who we are, 
and more fully become the people you have called us to be. Amen.  

Seasons of the Spirit, Resources for 31 October 2021, p.120 

Listen - Glory To God (Seasons of the Spirit 5-20) 
Glory to God in the blue of the sea and the sky; 
Glory to God in the brown and the green of the earth; 
Glory to God in the rainbow colours of people; 
Glory to God in the white light of Christ. 

Words: © 2000 John Murray (Aotearoa/New Zealand) 
Music: © 2000 Cecily Sheehy 

Prayer of Confession 
God of each unfolding moment, you bring all of creation into being.  
Again and again, we receive your gifts of love and friendship in family and community.  
O God, open our hearts to the daily miracles with which we are blessed.  
We trust that you are with us always and everywhere.  
Yet we often act as if we do not trust you. We try to keep ourselves safe rather 
than reaching out to others.  
O God, open our hearts to the daily miracles with which we are blessed.  
Sometimes, we do not even care for ourselves and unable to care for others.  
We let fear inhibit our courage.  
We find it difficult to love.  
O God, open our hearts to the daily miracles with which we are blessed.  
Forgive us, O God, and help us to find your life- giving presence in every moment 
we live and every person we meet. Amen.  

Seasons of the Spirit, Resources for 31 October 2021, p.120 
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Words of Affirmation 
Thanks be to God for the Spirit who lives in us.  
Praise be to God who is always working things together for good.  
We are loved. 
We are forgiven. 
God is beyond us.  
God is between us.  
God is within us.  
Thanks be to God!  

 Seasons of the Spirit, Resources for 31 October 2021, p.121 

Listening for God’s Voice 

Reading: Mark 12:28-34 
28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing 
that he answered them well, he asked him, ‘Which commandment is the first of all?’ 29Jesus 
answered, ‘The first is, “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30you shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with 
all your strength.” 31The second is this, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” There is 
no other commandment greater than these.’ 32Then the scribe said to him, ‘You are right, 
Teacher; you have truly said that “he is one, and besides him there is no other”; 33and “to 
love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength”, and “to 
love one’s neighbour as oneself”,—this is much more important than all whole burnt-
offerings and sacrifices.’ 34When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You 
are not far from the kingdom of God.’ After that no one dared to ask him any question. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
for the Word of God among us, 
for the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God! 

Reflection 
Open our hearts and souls and minds to respond to your call to love. 
May we be filled with love, gracious God, 
that we might love you, others and ourselves,  
growing ever closer to you. Amen.  

Adapted from Seasons of the Spirit, Resources for 31 October 2021, p.118 

The scribe in the story has been listening to Jesus’ teaching and conversation with the 
Pharisees.  They have just been having a debate about resurrection.  So he decides to 
ask his own question - which commandment is the most important?  Jesus answers by 
quoting from the Torah, from Deuteronomy 6:4-5.  At first glance, the English translation 
suggests that Jesus expands on Deuteronomy, adding in “with all your mind” - but it may 
not be an addition as such, rather, a reflection of the Hebrew that describes us loving 
God with all that we are - without separating off any part of us - body, intellect, emotion, 
spirit. 
It is to this foundation that Jesus adds from another part of the Hebrew law, “love your 
neighbour as yourself.” 
The scribe seems to be one of the few who catch on pretty quickly - of course, these are 
far more important than the sacrifices we offer at the temple (12:33).  And Jesus 
acknowledges that he is “not far from the kingdom of God”. 
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The scribes recognition of God’s priorities reflects something of what the Protestant 
Reformers were trying to say.  The Jewish religious leaders had established an entire 
system, an entire economy, to support their religious practices.  The practices of 
themselves were not wrong - but they had lost their focus. Jesus spent a good deal of his 
ministry and teaching pointing out that many religious practices were no longer helping 
people to live the lives God wanted them to - in fact, many of those practices had 
become harmful.  Jesus tried to refocus their attention, to point them towards the God 
they had lost sight of. 

It is tempting to think that the Protestant Reformation was a one-off event that happened 
500 years ago and that we have all moved on.  But like many events throughout the 
history of human kind, like the life and ministry of Jesus, not only do their effects continue 
to touch our living, but the lessons to be learned are as relevant today as they have ever 
been. 

When Martin Luther decided to make his concerns public, the church was extremely 
powerful - politically, economically and socially.  Much of everyday life revolved around, 
and was directed by, the religious practices demanded by the church. 
As the religious leaders did in Jesus time, the priests determined the nature and extent of 
people’s participation in religious ritual, and there was a constant demand for funds to 
support the day-to-day life of the temple priests. 
In the 1500s, Pope Leo X had decided that he wanted to build a cathedral - and he 
needed funds to pay for it.  The payment of indulgences, fees for prayer and release 
from purgatory for loved ones, funded the building of St Peter’s Basilica in Rome. 
But the people Rome was targeting were poor - very poor - mostly serfs, labouring on 
someone else’s land, and effectively being required to pay taxes twice - once to the 
landowner and then again to the church. 
More than that, though, the preaching and teaching being used to extract money from 
the people was abusive - the fear of eternal burning in hell was a useful tool in 
convincing people to part with their hard-earned cash! 
Luther, an ordinary monk, had had enough. 
He challenged the church not just for its corruption (and there was plenty of that), but for 
its errors in teaching.  He also believed that the Scriptures should be available to people 
in their own language, not mediated to them by the priests, and so he spent a good deal 
of time translating the New Testament into German. 
Aided by the newly invented printing press, he was able to share his translations and his 
thinking widely, ideas that gained support from people buckling under the weight of fear 
and poverty. 

He was tried for heresy.  His most famous statement when asked at his trial to recant: 
“Here I stand”. And he was eventually excommunicated for his efforts.  He eventually 
married and had a family and continued to live in Christian community - albeit outside the 
Roman church. 

But Luther wasn’t alone.  Across Europe, his ideas were echoed - Calvin and Zwingli in 
Switzerland were notables.  And the Anabaptist movement arose from the breaking open 
of tightly-held traditions and doctrines - the beginning of a debate over infant and adult 
baptism. 
In Scotland, a fiery preacher, called John Knox took on the established church. 
And in England, King Henry VIII took the opportunity to create his own church when the 
Pope would not grant him the divorce he wanted. 
This all happened in the space of 50-100 years. 
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Each of the reformers brought a different flavour to their communities - and some of the 
ideas we are still arguing and disagreeing about 500 years later!  The positions taken by 
Luther, Calvin, Henry VIII and many others, enabled debate and division over our 
understanding of Communion, baptism, marriage, predestination and purgatory and a 
whole range of issues.  Really, it enabled a redefining of many aspects of life and death.  
In many cases, we have agreed to disagree, coming to an understanding that our faith in 
God’s grace is sufficient to hold us all; in some cases these issues remain the source of 
deep division both within and between the various denominations that exist today. 

In addition to re-writing liturgies and re-shaping services of worship, another of the 
hallmarks of many of the reformers was the “stripping back” of the churches - they 
removed icons and statues, candles and priestly vestments - anything that was thought 
to detract from full “spiritual worship”.  Zwingli, although himself an accomplished 
musician, is known for removing all instrumental music from worship, and overseeing the 
destruction of great cathedral organs. The organist of the People's Church in Zürich is 
said to have wept as he watched the great organ broken up.  I do sometimes wonder 
what Zwingli would have thought of the worship bands and choirs that are often a part of 
pentecostal mega-churches… 
  
But there were some ideas that united the reformers - the “5 solas”: 

• Sola Gratia - grace alone 
• Sola Fide - faith alone 
• Sola Scriptura - Scripture alone 
• Solus Christus - Christ alone 
• Soli Deo Gloria - glory to God alone 

It is only in the last 20 years or so that Protestant churches have begun to reclaim some 
of the beauty that goes with candles and art and music as a way of enabling people to 
encounter God in different ways. 

So what? 
In the Uniting Church, we place ourselves among the reformed traditions.  At the same 
time, we recognise the need to be continually re-forming.  We hold ourselves in 
fellowship with the universal church. 
And so we must be courageous enough to keep asking of ourselves - what in us needs 
to be challenged and/or reformed? 
Are we sure that all we do and all we are honours God first and shows our neighbours 
how much we love them?  Is there anything that takes us away from the foundations that 
are our grounding - love of God and love of neighbour? 
And if we are able to see something that needs reforming, can we be gracious enough 
with ourselves and each other as we seek forgiveness and try to change? 

As we look towards the opening of new facilities at Kiama, as we look towards gathering 
in-person next week for the first time in 4 months, how will we be re-formed? How will we 
remain open to being re-shaped?   
Grounded in love of God and love of ourselves and our neighbours, may we grow as a 
community reflecting God’s love and grace in the world. 
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Let’s pray, 
God, we trust that you are with us as we venture out of lockdown and back into direct 
contact with our neighbours once more, and the tension to return to busyness and 
activity that crowds out building deep relationships - with you and with one another. 
Keep us mindful of the need to protect one another. 
Keep us open to where you are leading us. 
Reform us and reshape us, we pray, that we may live in ways that show your presence 
and way in the world.  Amen. 

Responding 

Listen - Come Build A Church (Seasons of the Spirit - on the video) 
As we look forward to opening the new facilities at Kiama, we hold it in tension with the 
point of this song - the buildings are a great blessing but the foundations rest in God and 
the relationships we build together: 

Come build a church with soul and spirit, 
come build a church of flesh and bone. 
We need no tower rising skyward; 
no house of wood or glass or stone. 
Come build a church with human frailty, 
come build a church of flesh and blood. 
Jesus shall be its sure foundation. 
It shall be built by the hand of God. 

© 1991 Ken Medema/Brier Patch Music 

Prayers of the People 
There are two prayers printed below - one for Reformation Sunday and one for the 
United Nations Climate Change Conference that begins today (31 October).  Before 
turning to them, you might like to take a moment to bring to mind people and 
circumstances that you want to hold before God… 
Hold these people and situations in God’s light, praying for God’s peace and for the 
moving of God’s Spirit… 

A prayer for a changing church – Reformation Sunday  
On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther issued a list of concerns about the church. While we 
remember this act as the beginning of the Protestant Reformation, Luther was neither the 
first nor the last to seek to re-form and renew the church.  
You might like to think of persons who have been influential in the shaping and 
developing of your church. Include famous names of the past, from your own or other 
denominations and traditions, as well as those who have been significant in the life of 
your local congregation. Consider theologians, artists, musicians, poets, teachers, and 
those who have spoken with prophetic voices. 

God of new beginnings,  
this day we remember and celebrate those who challenge us to see things in new ways, 
to expand and explore our sense of what it means to be the Body of Jesus Christ. 
We give you thanks for the many people whose words, images, music, sermons, 
writings, questions, ideas, and laughter have helped to shape us as a church. 
God of our past, our present, and our future, 
thank you for those who have gone before us 
and who share the wisdom of the ages with us all.  
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We thank you for those who are young or new to our community, 
who bring a freshness and new way of understanding,  
whose new questions invite us to reflect on the past and plan for the future. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us. 
Give us the courage to let our future be guided by the Spirit’s wind.  
We put our trust in you, O God, 
trusting that, through all the changes, 
the seasons, and the re-formations of our lives,  
you are ever with us. Amen  

Seasons of the Spirit, Resources for 31 October 2021, p.123 

Prayers for the United Nations Climate Change Conference 
The United Nations Climate Change Conference will be held in Glasgow from October 31 
to November 12.  In the weeks beforehand, people across the world continue to 
advocate for stronger action to limit global warming and for just solutions to the climate 
crisis.  Students will strike from school on October 15, and faith communities across the 
world join together for a global day of action on October 17-18.  These prayers have 
been prepared by Youth Climate Action Task Group members for use by congregations, 
other groups and individuals in the leadup to and during the conference.  Feel free to 
adapt and use them in whole or in part. 

David Hay (Berowra Uniting Church, Uniting) 
Miriam Pepper (South Sydney Uniting Church, Uniting Eco Group) 

Michael Ramaidama (Burwood Uniting Church, Christian Students Uniting) 

A prayer for those on the frontlines of climate change 
We pray for those who are most impacted by the changing climate. We remember First 
Nations peoples, who particularly suffer from resource extraction and climate change. 
We hold before you the people of the Pacific, whose identities are threatened and 
livelihoods destroyed. We remember the victims of droughts and floods, fires and storms 
and temperature extremes across the world.  

God of love,  
Heal the broken-hearted and bring hope for a sustainable future. 
Remind them that you are near and comfort them with your presence.  
Give them strength to rebuild and restore what has been broken, 
And bless those who provide aid to their rescue.  
  
A prayer for the climate strike, Faiths 4 Climate Justice Global Day of Action, and all who 
advocate for climate justice 
We pray for the School Strike 4 Climate movement, who were striking from school on 15 
October to demand that our politicians take their future seriously and treat climate 
change as what it is: a crisis.  

Merciful God,  
Worry and anxiety fill the hearts of your children as they contemplate their futures. 
Hear their prayers and give ear to our cries.  
Move in the hearts of our politicians –  
May they repent of their ways, have mercy for the suffering, and discern what is 
just.  

We pray for the multi-religious Faiths for Climate Justice Global Day of Action, as people 
of faith from all over the world joined together on 17-18 October to send a clear message 
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to governments and major financial institutions: destroying the planet is against our 
religions.  

God of our faith,  
You have called us to love you with our heart, soul and mind and to love our 
neighbour as ourselves.  
Fill your people with sacrificial and selfless love that we may love everyone as you 
do.  
Grant your blessing upon the unity of faiths.  
Strengthen us as we stand together and witness to your gospel in our troubled 
world. 

We pray for all others who advocate for climate justice, those who publicly call for 
change, the organisations and governments who publicly admit their part and genuinely 
commit to change. We pray for individuals who work on policy that we will never know 
about, and the many who have conversations around the dinner table, changing heart 
and mind, one person at a time. 
  
God of courage, 
Again and again we hear the stories of old, giving your prophets the courage to 
speak out for justice:  
Moses, Ezekiel, the Syrophoenician woman, and the woman at the well.  
May your voice be heard through modern day prophets, in expected and 
unexpected places,  
And may even the smallest voice help bring about your will and purpose for 
Creation. 
  
A prayer for the United Nations Climate Change Conference (Glasgow, Oct 31 – Nov 12) 
We pray for all participants at the United Nations Climate Change Conference in 
Glasgow - governments, negotiators, civil society organisations, businesses, scientists, 
communities - as they work together to strengthen countries' commitments to limit global 
warming and to adapt to the impacts of a changing climate.  

God of justice, 
Renew those discouraged and desperate from long years of advocacy. 
Move those who have blocked action to limit temperature rise to a different 
imagination.   
Grow in those alienated from earth a vocation to care for her and her creatures. 
Inspire in all compassion and solidarity across cultures and generations. 

A prayer for all of us in our striving to care for each other and the earth 
God of hope, at times the breadth of climate justice seems too great. 
Remind us that you are greater, that you are on the side of the marginalised. 

At times the nature of climate justice seems too complex. 
Remind us that your love encompasses all Creation, that there is nothing outside 
love’s scope. 

At times the path of climate justice seems too long. 
Remind us that you walk with all who call for climate justice, including us. 
Sustain us, bolster our courage, give us wisdom, 
In our small and large actions, remind us you are with us. 
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That the urgency of our warming world may be matched by concrete plans to respond.  
That the voices of those most vulnerable to climate impacts may be heeded. 
That the opportunities and burdens of climate action and adaptation be fairly shared. 
That we will grow together in love. 
That all in your good Creation may yet flourish. 
We pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

Offering 
Take a moment to reflect on God’s goodness to us, to you. 
What of your resources - time, skills, money etc - can you offer for the sharing of God’s 
love in the world?  How can you make better use of the resources entrusted to your 
care? 
In responding to what we have read and how we have heard God speak to us, we 
commit ourselves to moving with God’s Spirit, breathing life in the world around us. If you 
make a regular financial contribution to the Kiama-Jamberoo Congregation, consider 
putting that amount aside now and keeping it safe. 

We pray… 
Whatever we have in this life is a gift from you, God, 
and we are truly grateful for it all.  
Receive all that we offer to you 
this day, both money and also our very selves, 
may we serve you faithfully always.  
Use our gifts to build your kingdom,  
we who bear your image are called to reveal your love to all people and to all creation.  
Use us where you will, may we always be willing to serve. Amen.  

Spill The Beans, Issue 40, p.95 

Sending 

Sending and Blessing 
Renewed and refreshed 
we step out into the world, 
ready to turn towards God in every moment.  
And may God’s blessings shower upon us through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ. 
Amen.  

Seasons of the Spirit, Resources for 31 October 2021, p.122 

Rev Kath Merrifield 
31 October 2021 
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For Reflection 

Martin Luther wrote a number of hymns, some of which are still sung today.  While the 
language is perhaps now a little unfamiliar to a contemporary ear and the military images 
not so easy to identify with, you might like to spend some time reflecting on the words he 
offers to us still: 

1.  A mighty fortress is our God, 
a trusty shield and weapon, 
our faithful helper in all need, 
no matter what may happen. 
The old evil foe 
now means deadly woe; 
deep guile and great might 
are his dread arms in fight; 
on earth he has no equal. 

2.  With our own might is nothing done; 
we’d soon be lost, rejected. 
But for us fights the very one 
whom God himself elected. 
And who may this be? 
Christ Jesus is he. 
He is our great Lord 
there is no other God; 
and he has won the battle. 

3.  Though hordes of devils gather here, 
all eager to devour us, 
we tremble not, we do not fear, 
they cannot overpower us. 
This world’s prince may still 
scowl fierce as he will, 
he does us no harm, 
he’s judged, he’s overcome; 
one little word can fell him. 

4.  Despite all foes, the Word shall stand 
against all their endeavour; 
God’s gifts and Spirit, close at hand, 
shall be with us for ever. 
Though they cause distress, 
take all we possess, 
though they hurt and kill, 
we are victorious still; 
the Kingdom’s ours for ever. 

Martin Luther 1483-1546 
Translation © D.A. Schubert 

10


