
5th After Pentecost 
27 June 21 

9.30am, Kiama 

Slaying Giants, Weathering the Storm 

Gathering 

A video of the reflection can be found here:  https://vimeo.com/568003485/0297e5b165  
You might want to take time to read the Bible readings (below) before you start. 

Acknowledgement of Country 
The Ancient of Days, breathed life into this Land and her Peoples.  From time beyond our 
reckoning the Wodi Wodi people of the Dharawal nation have blessed this place through their 
care and concern. 

From river to ocean 
from campfire to hearth 
may the First People 
who have cared for this land 
be blessed. 

From breath to song 
from step to dance 
may those who follow your Songlines 
guide us on the journey 
to living honourably in this place. 

From greeting to Amen 
from silence to chorus 
may our worship 
join with the voices  
of the First Peoples 
of this Land. 

(c) 2017, A.Koh-Butler 

Call to Worship  
Today -  
we enter the chaos of the storm, and the deep peace of stillness; 
we experience the fear of drowning,  and awe of the one who brings calm; 
and we ponder the strength of the mighty and the skill of the shepherd. 
Through all of it, God is with us. 

God of the great, God of the puny, 
God of the mighty roar of the wind and waves, 
God of the stillness, 
we gather here, listening deeply for your voice, alert to your prompting. 

As your Spirit embraces us, nudge our hearts; 
as we hear familiar stories, open our ears and our hearts to discover new truths; 
as we discover new truths, give us wisdom to re-tell these stories in new ways; 
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and give us courage and grace to re-shape our lives to live in new ways.  In Christ’s name, we 
pray.  Amen. 

Prayer  
God of the wind and waves, we give thanks for the immense power we see in your creation. 
God of the stillness and the gentle rocking boat, we give thanks for your gentleness we 
experience in your creation. 
God of the darkness, sometimes we can’t see the way ahead yet we know you are with us. 
God of light and colour, we give thanks for the extraordinary display we see as the light plays on 
the clouds at dawn and at dusk. 
God help us to learn that you created it all… 
And so forgive us when we assume that the powerful always win; when we give up fighting for 
justice because we think our contribution is too small. 
Forgive us when we become fearful in the face of storms in our lives. 
Remind us again of your presence, your leading, your grace.  Amen. 

Bible Readings	

Mark 4:35-41 
35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other side.’ 
36And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other 
boats were with him. 37A great gale arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat 
was already being swamped. 38But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke 
him up and said to him, ‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ 39He woke up and 
rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ Then the wind ceased, and there was a 
dead calm. 40He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?’ 41And they were 
filled with great awe and said to one another, ‘Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea 
obey him?’ 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 Samuel 17:1-11, 19-23, 32-51 
Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle; they were gathered at Socoh, which 
belongs to Judah, and encamped between Socoh and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim.  
2Saul and the Israelites gathered and encamped in the valley of Elah, and formed ranks against 
the Philistines. 3The Philistines stood on the mountain on one side, and Israel stood on the 
mountain on the other side, with a valley between them.  
4And there came out from the camp of the Philistines a champion named Goliath, of Gath, 
whose height was six cubits and a span. 5He had a helmet of bronze on his head, and he was 
armoured with a coat of mail; the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze. 6He 
had greaves of bronze on his legs and a javelin of bronze slung between his shoulders. 7The 
shaft of his spear was like a weaver’s beam, and his spear’s head weighed six hundred shekels 
of iron; and his shield-bearer went before him. 8He stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, 
‘Why have you come out to draw up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not servants of 
Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me. 9If he is able to fight with me 
and kill me, then we will be your servants; but if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall 
be our servants and serve us.’ 10And the Philistine said, ‘Today I defy the ranks of Israel! Give 
me a man, that we may fight together.’ 11When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the 
Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid. 
12 Now David was the son of an Ephrathite of Bethlehem in Judah, named Jesse, who had eight 
sons. In the days of Saul the man was already old and advanced in years. 13The three eldest 
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sons of Jesse had followed Saul to the battle; the names of his three sons who went to the 
battle were Eliab the firstborn, and next to him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 14David was 
the youngest; the three eldest followed Saul, 15but David went back and forth from Saul to feed 
his father’s sheep at Bethlehem. 16For forty days the Philistine came forward and took his stand, 
morning and evening. 
17 Jesse said to his son David, ‘Take for your brothers an ephah of this parched grain and these 
ten loaves, and carry them quickly to the camp to your brothers; 18also take these ten cheeses 
to the commander of their thousand. See how your brothers fare, and bring some token from 
them.’ 
19 Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, fighting with the 
Philistines. 20David rose early in the morning, left someone in charge of the sheep, took the 
provisions, and went as Jesse had commanded him. He came to the encampment as the army 
was going forth to the battle line, shouting the war cry. 21Israel and the Philistines drew up for 
battle, army against army. 22David left the things in charge of the keeper of the baggage, ran to 
the ranks, and went and greeted his brothers. 23As he talked with them, the champion, the 
Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, came up out of the ranks of the Philistines, and spoke the 
same words as before. And David heard him. 
24 All the Israelites, when they saw the man, fled from him and were very much afraid. 25The 
Israelites said, ‘Have you seen this man who has come up? Surely he has come up to defy 
Israel. The king will greatly enrich the man who kills him, and will give him his daughter and 
make his family free in Israel.’ 26David said to the men who stood by him, ‘What shall be done 
for the man who kills this Philistine, and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this 
uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?’ 27The people 
answered him in the same way, ‘So shall it be done for the man who kills him.’ 
28 His eldest brother Eliab heard him talking to the men; and Eliab’s anger was kindled against 
David. He said, ‘Why have you come down? With whom have you left those few sheep in the 
wilderness? I know your presumption and the evil of your heart; for you have come down just to 
see the battle.’ 29David said, ‘What have I done now? It was only a question.’ 30He turned away 
from him towards another and spoke in the same way; and the people answered him again as 
before. 
31 When the words that David spoke were heard, they repeated them before Saul; and he sent 
for him.  
32David said to Saul, ‘Let no one’s heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight with 
this Philistine.’ 33Saul said to David, ‘You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with 
him; for you are just a boy, and he has been a warrior from his youth.’ 34But David said to Saul, 
‘Your servant used to keep sheep for his father; and whenever a lion or a bear came, and took a 
lamb from the flock, 35I went after it and struck it down, rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and if 
it turned against me, I would catch it by the jaw, strike it down, and kill it. 36Your servant has 
killed both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, since he 
has defied the armies of the living God.’ 37David said, ‘The Lord, who saved me from the paw of 
the lion and from the paw of the bear, will save me from the hand of this Philistine.’ So Saul said 
to David, ‘Go, and may the Lord be with you!’ 
38 Saul clothed David with his armour; he put a bronze helmet on his head and clothed him with 
a coat of mail. 39David strapped Saul’s sword over the armour, and he tried in vain to walk, for 
he was not used to them. Then David said to Saul, ‘I cannot walk with these; for I am not used 
to them.’ So David removed them. 40Then he took his staff in his hand, and chose five smooth 
stones from the wadi, and put them in his shepherd’s bag, in the pouch; his sling was in his 
hand, and he drew near to the Philistine. 
41 The Philistine came on and drew near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. 42When 
the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was only a youth, ruddy and 
handsome in appearance. 43The Philistine said to David, ‘Am I a dog, that you come to me with 
sticks?’ And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44The Philistine said to David, ‘Come to me, 
and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the field.’ 45But David 
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said to the Philistine, ‘You come to me with sword and spear and javelin; but I come to you in 
the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46This 
very day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head; 
and I will give the dead bodies of the Philistine army this very day to the birds of the air and to 
the wild animals of the earth, so that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47and 
that all this assembly may know that the Lord does not save by sword and spear; for the battle 
is the Lord’s and he will give you into our hand.’ 
48 When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran quickly towards the battle line to 
meet the Philistine. 49David put his hand in his bag, took out a stone, slung it, and struck the 
Philistine on his forehead; the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the 
ground. 
50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, striking down the Philistine 
and killing him; there was no sword in David’s hand. 51Then David ran and stood over the 
Philistine; he grasped his sword, drew it out of its sheath, and killed him; then he cut off his head 
with it. 
When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled. 52The troops of Israel and 
Judah rose up with a shout and pursued the Philistines as far as Gath and the gates of Ekron, 
so that the wounded Philistines fell on the way from Shaaraim as far as Gath and Ekron. 53The 
Israelites came back from chasing the Philistines, and they plundered their camp. 54David took 
the head of the Philistine and brought it to Jerusalem; but he put his armour in his tent. 
55 When Saul saw David go out against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the commander of the 
army, ‘Abner, whose son is this young man?’ Abner said, ‘As your soul lives, O king, I do not 
know.’ 56The king said, ‘Inquire whose son the stripling is.’ 57On David’s return from killing the 
Philistine, Abner took him and brought him before Saul, with the head of the Philistine in his 
hand. 58Saul said to him, ‘Whose son are you, young man?’ And David answered, ‘I am the son 
of your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.’ 

Hear what God’s Spirit is saying to the church.  
Thanks be to God. 

Reflection	

I am guessing that when you heard that story in Sunday School, you didn’t get the last few 
verses!!  And I am guessing you may also have skipped over the part where David takes the 
head to Jerusalem and presents it to Saul - pretty gruesome, huh?! 
And I wonder when was the last time you 
looked at this story? 

When we think about this story - which image 
do we identify with - this one  
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(John Swanson) 

Or this one? 
(Giuseppe Maria Mazza 1653 - 1741) 

Often, we leave these stories in Sunday School and never come back to them with an adult 
mind and faith - content to stay with the simple message that God is with the underdog, the little 
guy with a sling shot! 

What happens if we look at this story again with the eyes of understanding that these stories are 
told in the context of the whole sweep of Israelite history, in the context of the whole story of 
David - the great king presiding over the glory days of Israel, a legendary king yet flawed and 
broken? 

Remember that David is the youngest of Jesse’s children. 
We already know that David is a shepherd - and that the shepherd is a strong image of kingship 
in the ancient world. Jesus will also pick up this image as reflecting who he is. 
This story functions as both a coming of age story for David and establishes him as a hero, 
willing to take on a man twice his size. 
It also establishes David’s ability to protect his flock - physically and metaphorically.  David is 
skilled at his work - as he tells Saul, he knows how to protect his sheep from the wild beasts, he 
knows his to use his sling - a deadly weapon when used against a lion or a bear - why should it 
be any different against an oversized human opponent? 

And so let’s look at David’s opponent, Goliath.   
First of all, we are not sure that he hasn’t been mixed up with another Goliath who appears a bit 
later in 2 Samuel 21 (19-22) and is killed by someone else (Elhanan).  While I don’t think it 
affects the story all that much, it does point to whether the story is literally true in all its aspects, 
or a story that is told for a purpose, legend-like.   

The Hebrew Scriptures describe Goliath as a “champion”, literally “a man of the space between” 
(17:4).   
The story describes the armies of the Philistines and Israel lining up along two mountain ridges.  
Goliath steps into the valley - the space in between. 
In ancient times, when two armies faced off against each other and when a full frontal attack 
would mean neither army could win - as when you are both on a mountain and to attack would 
mean giving up that advantage - it was an accepted form of dispute resolution to send a 
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“champion” expecting that the other side would send its champion and the two would fight it out 
between them. 
And so David also steps into this “space in-between” and it is in this liminal space that he 
confronts Goliath. 

The Scriptures tell us that Goliath was 6 cubits and a span tall (17:4) - about 10 feet or over 3 
metres!  And he wore a spectacular and heavy set of armour and was armed with a spear 
(17:5-7). 
Today, with all our medical and scientific knowledge, we would expect someone of Goliath’s size 
to be a bit cumbersome in his movement - the taller a person gets, the harder it is for them to 
move quickly and with agility.   
We also know that it is quite common for someone so tall to have not-so-good eyesight.  If you 
want to know more about it, have a look at Macolm Gladwell’s TED talk on this (the link will be 
in the online notes).   1

So Goliath, while impressive in his appearance, is likely to have been a just a little slow (even 
more so when weighed down by his armour) and possibly a little short-sighted. 

David, on the other hand, is young, agile, and an expert in using a sling - remember, the sling is 
a lethal weapon against bears and lions. 
One commentator sais this: 
“King Saul thought Goliath was too big to fight.  David thought Goliath was too big to miss!” 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-stories/david-and-goliath.html  

So it is not just about a small person defeating someone twice his size.  It is about a person 
bringing the skills they have developed and honed over years of practice to the task God has 
called him or her to. 

Over in the story the writer of Mark’s gospel tells us about Jesus and the disciples, we see the 
disciples terrified of the storm.  They are also in a liminal space - crossing the lake, particularly 
in Mark’s gospel, is  a significant tool used to show Jesus moving between the world of the Jews 
and the world of the gentiles. 
This time, at the end of a long day where Jesus had been teaching a large crowd, they all got 
into the boat and Jesus fell asleep.  But the storm starts to rage and they are all afraid - well, 
everyone except Jesus who is still enjoying his nap!  When they wake Jesus up, he tells the 
wind and waves to be still and then turns to the disciples and asks them what the fuss is all 
about - why are you afraid? (4:40). 

I believe deeply that God gives us all we need to be the people God calls us to be; God equips 
us with all we need to be the people God calls us to be.  The story of David confronting Goliath 
tells us that. 
And, no matter what life throws at us, God is with us.  The story of Jesus and the disciples in the 
storm reminds us of that. 

So, when we are confronted with problems, or challenges that seem too big for us, how do we 
respond?  In sizing up the challenge before us, do we focus on what seems insurmountable or 
could we do some self-reflection and consider what skills or strengths do we already have?   
Do we allow ourselves to be scared of the storm, or will we listen to the voice of Jesus speaking 
through the sound of the wind and the waves, reminding us of God’s peace, assuring us that we 
will survive the tempest and encouraging us on? 

  https://www.ted.com/talks/malcolm_gladwell_the_unheard_story_of_david_and_goliath?1

language=en 
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As we face this time of uncertainty through another lockdown, 
as we look to the future of ministry in this place with new facilities soon to be a reality, 
as we struggle with how to connect with our friends and neighbours and share with them the 
love of God, perhaps now is a time for some deep self-reflection - what skills and graces do you 
bring to this community, to these tasks and questions?  As you reflect and pray about that, may 
God’s Spirit inspire you and nudge you. 
And may you always know that no matter how big the giant, how  terrifying the storm may be, 
God is always with you! 

Let us pray, 
God of all creation, give us courage as we face new challenges and new ways of being your 
people in the world.  Help us to see and appreciate the gifts you have already given us, and to 
understand how they might be used in different ways to confront the challenges that seem so 
hard, and to grow your kingdom of love and grace in the world today.  Amen. 

Blessing 

Sending  
Go from here to tell the stories of the one who even the wind and waves obey. 
Go with what you have, your rocks and your slings, to confront and bring down the giants of 
this world. 
Go, to share the good news of God’s love with all whom you meet. 

Blessing  
And the blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, will be with you, always.  Amen.
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