
Pentecost 
23 May 21 

9.30am, Kiama 

Spirit of Life 

Readings	

Acts 2:1-21 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were 
all together in one place. 2And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as 
the Spirit gave them ability. 
5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation 
under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. 7Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, 
each of us, in our own native language? 
9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 
parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s 
deeds of power.’ 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this 
mean?’ 13But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and 
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel:  
17 “In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
   and your old men shall dream dreams.  
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
     and they shall prophesy.  
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 
   and signs on the earth below, 
     blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 
   and the moon to blood, 
     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
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Ezekiel 37:1-14 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all round them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I 
answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ 4Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to 
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will 
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 
know that I am the Lord.’ 
7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, 
a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them. 9Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.’ 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
11 Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones 
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12Therefore prophesy, and say to 
them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I 
am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will 
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’  

Hear what God’s Spirit is saying to the church.  
Thanks be to God.	

Reflection	

Reflection 
When the Spirit came on that first Pentecost,  
the disciples were all together 
waiting.  

On this Pentecost,  
together or apart,  
waiting 
and hoping  
for we know not what, 
still the Spirit comes: 
merrily waltzing into our living rooms,  
powerfully crashing into our chaotic spaces,  
humbly sitting at our kitchen table, 
joyfully taking a seat beside us on the sofa,  
quietly embracing us in our grief and confusion,  
in our yearning and loss.  

The Spirit gets in among us anyway and every way,  
she sits until we are ready to pay attention 
and then she takes us on a tour that reminds us  
that in every place  
and every time 
God is present; 
and the Spirit of God  
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announces that presence  
in a song, 
in a whisper, 
in a cacophony of praise,  
in a cry for help, 
in a deep breath.  

The Spirit of God weaves together  
the fabric of life itself 
until we know that nothing 
can ever separate us from God’s love. 

And so as we pray for the healing of Creation  
and for healing for our neighbour; 
our prayers are lifted 
on the wings of the Spirit;  
our sighs are caught up and presented to God,  
and our faith 
and hope  
and love 
are reborn 
in the life of the church, 
in the life of the world, 
the eternal gift of the Spirit at Pentecost.  
Spirit of God, 
may it be so.  

Spill The Beans, Resources for Pentecost, 23 May 21, p.157 

Video - Holy Spirit - The Bible Project 
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/holy-spirit/  

Reflection 
Spirit of God, blow through us now, 
Open our hearts and minds,  
shake us up, provoke us, inspire us, 
to be bold advocates and bearers of your realm in the world.  Amen. 

It’s hard to hear that part of Ezekiel and not want to break into song and dance.  A week or so 
ago, Narelle and I were shopping and very tempted to buy a couple of onesies that had 
skeletons on them and then do a dance for you today - we resisted! 

But seriously, it is hard to hear the story from Ezekiel without a certain degree of wonderment - 
but remember, this is a description of a dream.  Ezekiel is given this vision from God. 
His people are in exile - without access to the temple and the land God had promised to their 
ancestors, they feel like their world is crumbling around them and that God has abandoned 
them. 
But this dream is to remind them that everything they have, even the very breath they breathe, 
is God-given. 
It reminds us that everything we have, even the breath we breathe, is God-given. 
At our lowest point, when the world seems impossible to live in, and we are at the end of 
ourselves, God’s breath is blown into dry bones, the remains of those that seem long-dead, and 
slowly they come to life once more.  Piece by piece, the bones come together, the sinew and 
muscle is formed and new life begins. 
The thing to grasp here is that it is God-initiated - God-breathed. 
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As are the events the disciples experienced as they waited in Jerusalem as Jesus had told them 
to. 
The Spirit comes amongst them - God-breathed - in a way that cannot go unnoticed - in the 
sound of the wind and what looked like tongues of fire.   

A crowd gathers.  And each one is able to hear of God’s power (2:11). 
Understandably there was a mixed reaction - some were amazed and wondered about what 
was going on (2:12); others just thought the disciples were drunk (2:13). 
And then Peter gets up to address the crowd (2:14). 
Peter - the one who usually jumps in with both feet, and frequently gets it wrong. 
Peter - the one who, only a few weeks before, had denied he even knew Jesus (John 18:17, 25, 
27) 
Peter - the one who, a few weeks before, had needed Jesus to reach out to him, to remind him 
of how much he is loved, and to send him to love the world (John 21:15-19) 
It is Peter who, this time, gets it! 
He tells the crowd - it is too early for us to be drunk (2:15). 
What you have seen and heard is what the prophets have pointed to - and he quotes from the 
prophet Joel. 
This is God’s Spirit being poured out on all God’s people. 
This is the beginning of God’s new creation. 

And so today and everyday, God’s Spirit continues to be poured out, inspiring God’s people to 
live out God’s vision for God’s world; inspiring us, as followers of Jesus, and anyone who is 
open to live into God’s dream. 
God - breathing life into a tired world; into tired bodies and hearts and souls - inspiring us, 
equipping us to be about the mission of God in the world; giving us all we need to keep trying, to 
keep working for a world that reflects God’s intention for the world.  

What strikes me in particular as I read these stories for today is that God’s spirit is about both 
actions and words.  The Ezekiel story tells us that God’s spirit breathes life into our tired, broken 
bodies.  The Acts story tells us that God’s spirit gives us words - words to describe what has 
happened, words to describe the love of God, words to describe who Jesus is for us - words to 
share with our friends and families, words to share with people who think we are a bit weird for 
believing in this stuff - words to challenge the ways of the world with the ways of love, words to  
bring peace to conflicted spaces and relationships, words to bring healing. 

God breathes life - inviting us to catch on and ride on the wind. 
Will you allow God’s Spirit to fill your heart, your mind, your soul, your body? 
And will you go, do, speak whatever it is God’s Spirit is equipping you for? 

Help us to see, O God, 
your technicolour Spirit blowing through our lives,  
lighting up the darkness,  
bringing colour to greyness,  
a constant rainbow reminding us of your love and care  
and promise 
that you are with us every day. Amen.  

Spill The Beans, Resources for Pentecost, 23 May 21, p.156 

Rev Kath Merrifield 
23 May 2021 
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