
Palm Sunday 
28 March 21 

9.30am, Kiama 

God of… Relationship 

Readings 
 
Mark 11:1-11 
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and 
Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 
2and said to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that 
has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to 
you, “Why are you doing this?” just say this, “The Lord needs 
it and will send it back here immediately.” ’ 4They went away 
and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they 
were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, ‘What 
are you doing, untying the colt?’ 6They told them what Jesus 
had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought 
the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 
8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then 
those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 
‘Hosanna! 
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  
10   Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
11 Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 
everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

Philippians 2:5-11  
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
   did not regard equality with God 
   as something to be exploited,  
7 but emptied himself, 
   taking the form of a slave, 
   being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form,  
8   he humbled himself 
   and became obedient to the point of death— 
   even death on a cross.  

9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
   and gave him the name 
   that is above every name,  
10 so that at the name of Jesus 
   every knee should bend, 
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
11 and every tongue should confess 
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   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
   to the glory of God the Father.  

Hear what God’s Spirit is saying to the church.  
Thanks be to God	

Reflection	

When we celebrate, and when we protest, we are thankful that you are present with us, O God. 
Help us discern when to challenge authority, and when to use power for good. May we continue 
to follow in the way of Jesus. Amen.  

Seasons of the Spirit, Resources for Palm Sunday, 28 March 2021, p.84 

We all love a parade - not that we have been allowed one in a while! 
As we enter Holy Week and move towards one of the high and holy celebrations of the Christian 
calendar, we begin with a parade. 

But what was it about? 

Today there is much written by scholars about the context in which these events occur. 
Jerusalem is occupied by the Roman Empire. 
It is governed by Rome - and the religious leaders, the leaders of the Hebrew people, have 
largely become complicit.   
For some time, possibly several years, Jesus has been preaching, teaching, and healing - 
mostly in the countryside. 
Now it is Passover - every fit, particularly male, Jew was expected to participate at the temple in 
Jerusalem if they were able. 
At this time of the year, most agree that Jerusalem would have been packed with people, 
possibly almost trebling in size. 
That’s never a good thing for an occupying army - so it is also possible that the Roman Army 
was reinforced at that time - in the same way we send extra police when there is a big parade or 
celebration on somewhere, like during New Year on Sydney Harbour. 
  
Into this, Jesus rides on a donkey. 
In the account of Mark, who everywhere else is so brief on detail, makes a bit of a deal about 
where this young colt comes from.  It is an invitation to take notice! 
The word in Greek for donkey, is the same as for a young colt - whatever it is, it is a small 
animal. 
And, rather than being a sign of humility, as many have suggested, and most of our Palm 
Sunday hymns pick up on, it is a sign of peace.  It is just one of the elements that highlights this 
Messiah coming in peace. 

Large horses were used for military purposes - military commanders rode on horses. 
The beast that Jesus rides is not that - echoing what we now understand Jesus to be about - 
bringing a new kingdom into being through peace and grace, not through military might or force. 
Jesus comes in peace, the Prince of Peace. 

The crowds wave their branches and sing psalms. 
They wave branches not weapons. 
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And the song they song is what we know as Psalm 118, a psalm that was often sung as pilgrims 
made their way to the festivals. 
“Hosanna”! - rather than a word of praise as most of us have heard it interpreted, our scholars 
tell us that the Hebrew word literally means “save us!”.  It is not a shout of power, it is a cry for 
help. 

This crowd, that so enthusiastically welcomes and escorts Jesus into Jerusalem - well, in just a 
few short days, they will demand his death. 
The one who comes in peace, will die a violent death. 
The one to whom they called “save us” - will do just that - but in a way that none of them could 
ever have imagined. 

When Paul writes to the Philippians, he encourages them: “Let the same mind be in you that 
was in Christ Jesus” (2:5). 
That means offering ourselves in service of others. 
And being obedient - even if that means giving up our lives for the life of God’s kingdom.  We 
have heard Jesus speak of this in the readings we have heard over the past few weeks.   
As we enter Holy Week, this is the question we are confronted with: will we allow God to shape 
us in the way of Jesus, even if it means that it is costly, perhaps even to the cost of our lives? 
What if it means I need to walk away from something I love? 
What if the cost of serving others means I miss out on something for myself? 
What if it means I need to let go of attitudes or passions that I have built my reputation upon? 
What if…? 
“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus” (2:5). 

Our services throughout this week are more than stand alone events - they are a series.   
We begin today with a parade.  Jesus enters the temple and looks around and then leaves.  We 
are left wondering… 

I want to encourage you to make time on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday to spend in quiet 
contemplation - perhaps you could read the story of Jesus’ arrest and death again for yourself, 
or find a guide to these next few days - there are plenty on the internet, or With Love to the 
World. 
And then I want to encourage you to gather with us as we trace the last hours of Jesus’ life, and 
celebrate his resurrection. 
We gather again on Thursday evening where we join with Jesus in an upstairs room, around the 
table with his disciples. 
On Friday we remember Jesus’ death.   
And then we wait - for we sit in the privileged place of living this side of resurrection - and we 
know that this will culminate in celebration. 
We will gather next Sunday to celebrate! 

As we enter this Holy Week, “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus” (2:5). 

Let us pray… 
God of Grace, you go before us as we enter this week of remembering. 
May your Spirit prompt us as we seek to be obedient to your call on our lives here and now. 
And give us tongues to be ready to confess Jesus as Lord of our lives, director of the choices 
we make, to our friends, to our family, to our neighbours.  That all may know of your presence 
and share in your unending love.  Amen. 

Rev Kath Merrifield 
28 March 2021
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