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Jeremiah 31:31-34
31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I 
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 
says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write 
it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one 
another, or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and remember their sin no more.
John 12:20-36
20 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.’ 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus 
answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell 
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if 
it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in 
this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, 
there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. 

27 ‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this hour”? No, it 
is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice 
came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ 29The crowd standing there 
heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ 30Jesus 
answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgement of this 
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself.’ 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to 
die. 34The crowd answered him, ‘We have heard from the law that the Messiah remains for 
ever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?’ 
35Jesus said to them, ‘The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, 
so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not know 
where you are going. 36While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may 
become children of light.’ 

Hear what God’s Spirit is saying to the church.  
Thanks be to God 
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Reflection 

God of love, fill our hearts with your spirit so we may draw closer to you. May we follow in 
Jesus' way and be inspired by our encounters with Christ to share your love in the world. 
Amen. 

Seasons of the Spirit, Resources for Lent 5, 21 March 2021, p.72 

Have you ever had someone ask you directly about Jesus? 
One of the greatest learning experiences for me happened one night when I was with a 
group of friends at an Irish pub in Bangkok.  The music was loud and we were just hanging 
out together.  I was at the bar getting a drink when one of my friends came up to me and 
sad, “All I know about Christianity is what I learned in my fine arts course at university.  How 
about you tell me more?” 
It wasn’t the venue I would have chosen to have that conversation, and I can’t remember 
now what I said.  But I do know that I felt grossly underprepared and inadequate and hoped 
we would have another opportunity to talk, preferably somewhere much quieter! 
But that question has stayed with me - as has the challenge to be ready to respond to 
someone who comes seeking the love of God. 

So I sometimes wonder what might have gone through Philip’s mind when the Greek folk 
came to him and said, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus” (12:22). 
For any of us who long for the people of God to grow in number, for the church to grow, that 
question is a gift.  It shows an intent that has already been formed and so all we have to do 
is point them in the right direction, right? 

But look what happens here... 
Philip goes to Andrew and then they both go to Jesus (12:22). 
And then when Jesus responds, it is not direct, or is it? 
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain 
of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit.” (12:23-24) 

“The hour has come...”. This is a phrase that appears a number of times in the gospel 
attributed to John.  It is not a reference to a specific time, but a comment that the time is 
here - maybe not right this instant, more like “it is imminent”. 
“For the Son of Man to be glorified.”   
“Glory”, in the Scriptures, is usually a description of the presence of God - perhaps what 
Jesus is saying is something like - the time is coming when you will know the presence of 
God in me... 
And you will know God’s presence in Jesus being “lifted up” - in the cross, in his 
resurrection, and in his ascension. 
So, you want to see Jesus?   
Look at the cross.  Look at his resurrection.  Look at his ascension. 
So you want to see Jesus? 
See the seed that will die, and from it much fruit will come. 
See the life that is lost. 
See the servant. 

Try not to get caught up in what gets added to the story. 
The followers of Jesus, fallible human beings like you and me, have, throughout the 
centuries, tried to explain the cross - usually with the best of intentions, but too often we fall 
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short with language that is simply inadequate the explain that which is “a stumbling block to 
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles” (1 Corinthians 1:23). 
As we approach the beginning of Holy Week next week, and enter once more into the story 
of Jesus’ arrest, trial and crucifixion; as we look expectantly towards the celebration of 
resurrection, I want to invite you to enter the story as if you have never heard it before - 
allow it to speak to you, be open to God revealing Godself to you in new ways.  
You want to see Jesus? 
Look at the cross.  Look at his resurrection. Look at his ascension.  
See the seed that will die, and from it much fruit will come. 
See the life that is lost. 
See the servant. 

Jesus continues… 

Again, the light Jesus speaks about is God’s presence. 
“Walk while you have the light” (12:35), “believe in the light, so that you may become 
children of the light” (12:36). 
Walk in God’s presence, know God is with you, commit your heart to the God who is with 
you - and as you do, you embody the light, you embody the presence of God.  As Jeremiah 
describes, the instructions from God are written on our hearts, inscribed in our lives - not in 
a black and white “law” kind of way, but embodied in our humanity lived in love for the sake 
of the whole community. 

The writer of John’s gospel emphasises the universality of Jesus.  Jesus did not come only 
for the people of Israel, but for all the world. 
In the verse just before the reading, we hear this: 
‘The Pharisees then said to one another, “You see, you can do nothing. Look, the world has 
gone after him!”’ (v.19) 
And then a group of Greeks come seeking Jesus (12:20).  
It is not only the Jewish people who are waiting for God’s revealing in their midst.  Jesus 
comes into the world for all the world. 

So who in your world is seeking Jesus? 
And how will you point them to him? 

I hope that as you love the world as Jesus loves the world, at some stage, someone will ask 
you why? 
And I hope that at that time you will be prepared to point them to Jesus, the one who in his 
death, resurrection and ascension reveals and embodies the presence of God in the world. 

Let’s pray… 
God of the promise,  
remind us again and again of who we are in you 
and who you call us to be. 
Help us to look with new eyes at the stories of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. 
And as we meet with friends and neighbours, open our eyes and ears and heart to their 
searching for you.  And give us courage and wisdom as we seek to show them your son, 
Jesus Christ.  For it is in his name, we pray.  Amen. 

Rev Kath Merrifield 
21 March 2021
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