
   
 

Kiama Jamberoo Uniting Church 

Sunday, 14 February 2021 
Postal Address: PO Box 140 Kiama 2533 

Is 40:21-31 Ps 147:1-11,20c 1 Cor 9:16-23 Mk 1:29-39  

 

A note from Kath: 

Worship  

Sunday 14 February - 9.30am  

Sunday 21 February – 9:30am 

at Kiama 

This morning 

 Congregation 
Celebration and 
Meeting - 
Sunday 14 

February - 9.30am at Kiama  

This will be a special service including the 
Commissioning of Church Council, a blessing 
of the new worship space, and Communion. 

After the service there will be a 
Congregational meeting to discuss the Kiama 
property development. 

You might like to bring some morning tea to 
enjoy after the service (eg, a thermos and a 
biscuit), or there will be time for those who 
need to get a take away coffee from nearby. 

 

Hospitality - Illawarra 
Presbytery 

Thank you to all those who 
helped make the Presbytery 
Meeting last Wednesday a 

welcoming and comfortable one. 

The food was delicious and greatly enjoyed.  
Thanks you Stephanie and your helpers for 
doing a great job. 

 

 Wednesday 
17 February - 
5.30pm at 
Kiama 

Join us as we 
mark the 

beginning of Lent and prepare for the 
celebration of Easter.  This is an opportunity to 
spend some time in quiet contemplation and 
prayer together. 

Come and experience the richness and depth 
of the symbolism found in the Ash Wednesday 
tradition.  

 

Thursday 25 February - 
Healing Service - 3.30pm 
at Kiama 

A space to seek God’s healing 
for our community, for 
ourselves.  Join us for a service 
of worship and prayer. 

 

Considering solar 
panels – an online talk 
for Uniting Church 
members 

Home installation of solar 
panels is growing rapidly in 

Australia, spurred on by the reduced cost of 
the technology and the opportunity to save 
money on energy bills. 

And of course, it is a practical and effective 
way we can all help to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and address the challenge of global 
warming. 



But where do you start if you want to install 
solar panels on your home or church building? 

To answer this question Uniting Church 
members are invited to a free online talk on 
the whys and hows of installing solar panels. 
The talk will be introduced by the Moderator 
Rev Simon Hansford and presented by Elliot 
Rosen, Consumer Relations Officer for the 
Clean Energy Council, the peak body for 
renewable energy in Australia. 

 

The Clean Energy Council’s Eliot Rosen, will 
give the talk on solar panels. 

When:             Tuesday February 23rd 7.30pm-
8.45pm 

Where:            Via Zoom 

You’ll hear about: 

 • The rapid adoption of roof top solar 
across Australia 

 • How solar panels work 

 • Understanding your energy 
consumption and how to maximise the benefit 
of solar 

 • Choosing a solar retailer 

 • What to look for in quotes and 
contracts 

 • The installation process 

Plus there will be plenty of time for questions. 

The talk is aimed at individual church 
members and households but may also be of 
interest to congregations thinking about 
installing solar panels on their church 
buildings. 

You need to register for this event using the 
Eventbrite link below. The Zoom link will then 
be sent to your email address. 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/installing-
solar-panels-for-uniting-church-members-
tickets-133045100477  

This information evening is offered as part of 
the Synod Climate Action Strategy, initiated 
by the 2019 Synod meeting in keeping with 
our church’s responsibility to care for creation. 

For more information about the evening or the 
Synod Climate Action Strategy please contact 
Jon O’Brien in the Uniting Advocacy team at 
joobrien@uniting.org or phone: 0477 725 528 

Deliveries  

After a break over the holidays, we are about 
to start again our deliveries of worship 
resources and our newsletter to people who 
are unable to come to church and who are not 
able to access information online.  We are very 
grateful to the team of people who keep an 
eye out for people who are absent from church 
and ensure we can keep in touch. 

If you know of someone who would like to 
receive information this way, please speak to 
Kath. 

________________ 

Rev Kath Merrifield 

Kiama Jamberoo Uniting Church 

0409 650 118 

 

 

Men’s Shed meets 
on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays between 
9am and 3pm.  New 
members always 
welcome.  Contact 
Ian on 0408636874 

 

KHS SRE Prayer 
Points  

February 2021 

Prayer Points  

• Thank God for the 
30 year 7 students 
that have signed up 
for scripture so far 

(as of 4/02/2021).  

• Please pray for the parents that are yet to 
submit the SRE participation letters that God 
would guide them in their decision making.  

• Thank God for student x from last year who 
is now  officially in year 8 scripture (Answered 
Prayer).  

• Please pray for deeper biblical understanding 
and  positive relationships in the 2021 
scripture classes and  the ISCF-Lunch time 
group.  



• Please pray for the easing of restrictions 
regarding extra helpers in the lunchtime 
groups across the state. 

  

Deja Vu 

 

Under the revised restrictions, the wearing of 
masks is no longer compulsory for church 
services, however, it is recommended for 
those with health issues or are immune 
compromised.  Be cautious of those in our 
congregation who are struggling with health 
matters.  Keep your distance, chat briefly and 
no hugging, handshakes or singing yet. 

  

World Day of Prayer is to go ahead at the 
Presbyterian Church 
on Friday 5th March 
at 10.30am and I'm 
assuming that there 
will be no morning 
tea. This year’s 
service is prepared by 
Vanuatu and entitled  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for the following Focus Families: 

 

“How good it is to sing praises to our God, 
how pleasant and fitting to praise him”.     
Psalm 147:1 

Prayer of Thanks and 
Praise : (Ps 30) 

Sing praises to God, all you 

faithful ones  

God hears us in our fear and 

our sorrow 

Where there was no way 

God leads us in a new way 

Where there was no mercy 

God surprises us with fresh mercy 

Where there was weeping 

God invites us to step into a new dance               

Rev Susan A. Blain, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Pray : 

Generous God, with joy, and thankful hearts and 

minds we celebrate our new consciousness of our 

mission in this place and time, and seek your 

acceptance of our worship, witness and service in 

your name—to your honour and glory. Amen. 

 

Fun Facts for the young and young at heart: 

Lent is traditionally a time for fasting (not eating 

much). This tradition was useful because it was a 

time when food which had been kept for the winter 

had to be eaten up before it went bad. 

Many Roman Catholics do not eat meat other 

than fish on Fridays during Lent. 

The word "lent" came from the Old 

English lencten meaning "spring" (the season). 

 

While some people give up things for Lent, 

others take on something new, a new spiritual 

practice, during this time. Consider meditation, 

prayer groups or join a bible study group. 

Those families who are struggling 
with the new school year. 

Those families who have lost 
someone dear and could not say 
goodbye. 

Those families who have lost but 
not yet found each other. 

Those families who do not yet 
know You. 

  

https://kids.kiddle.co/Roman_Catholics
https://kids.kiddle.co/Fish
https://kids.kiddle.co/Old_English
https://kids.kiddle.co/Old_English
https://kids.kiddle.co/Spring_(season)
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Rev Kath Merrifield      0409 650 118 
revkath@ozemail.com.au 
      
Pastoral Convenor  
Rhonda Back   0400 980 977 
bathers71@optusnet.com.au  
 
Email for Newsletter articles 
 kiamauc.notices@gmail.com 
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The seven weeks leading up to Easter are rich in celebration, 

symbolism and remembering.  From the earliest days of the 
Church, Christians have carefully observed the events leading 
to Jesus’ death and the celebration of his resurrection.  It 
became the custom of the Church to prepare for the Easter 

celebration with a season of penitence and fasting.  At first, this 
season was observed by those who were preparing for baptism at Easter 
and by those who, having been excommunicated, were to be restored to 
the communion of the Church.  Today, we are encouraged to spend this 

time before Easter being honest with ourselves before God and committing 
ourselves once more to the life of discipleship – following Christ wherever 
that may take us.  What would help deepen your relationship with God and 
one another this season? 

 

 

 

Shrove Tuesday – Pancake Day! – 16 February ’21 

The day before Ash Wednesday is known by a variety of 
names: 

• Shrove Tuesday – from the Old English, meaning “to have 
confessed” because people were urged to go to confession 

prior to Ash Wednesday 

• Mardi Gras – French for “fat Tuesday” because of the custom of using 
up fat, butter, and other rich foods prior to the Lenten fast 

• Pancake Day – a more recent nickname, given the tradition of eating 
pancakes on this day as a way to use up sweets and rich foods prior 
to giving them up for Lent. 



Whatever it is called, this is a day of fun and celebration before the 
Lenten period begins.  In many places, Shrove 

Tuesday is a day of costumed parades, noisemakers, 
pancake races, and fun.  

Why not make some pancakes at home – there are lots 
of simple recipes on the internet.  They are yummy 

with jam or lemon and sugar! 
 

Ash Wednesday – 17 February ’21 

The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday – it is a 
solemn day for fasting, repentance and prayer.  After all the 
pancakes have been eaten, we begin our preparation for 

Easter.  During the service at Kiama on Wednesday evening 
we hear the call of Christ to turn back to God and to 

embrace God’s kingdom which is amongst us.  The sign of the cross is 
placed in ashes on our foreheads or the back of our hand as a symbol 

that we acknowledge that we haven’t always been on the path God has 
shown us, and of our turning back to God’s path.  Wearing ashes was an 
ancient Hebrew way of expressing grief or repentance. The ashes are 
made from the burning of the palm crosses we made last year, mixed 

with a drop of oil, an ancient symbol of healing. 

 
 

Lent: 17 February – 3 April ’21 

The 40 days of Lent reflects the time Jesus spent 
in the wilderness before he began his public 
ministry – proclaiming that God’s kingdom is near 
and calling people to turn towards God (Matthew 

4:1-11).  In the Western church, Sundays are not 
included in the 40 days because all Sundays are 
celebrations of resurrection! 

 

Lent is a season of deep reflection.  It is a deepening time, a time for us 
to reconnect with what is most important in our lives, to think about our 
relationship with God and with others.  It is a time to look honestly at our 

lives and make any necessary changes.  Often people will observe Lent 
with something the church calls spiritual disciplines such as prayer, 
meditation, fasting, and service to others.  It is a time to clear out the 
cobwebs and recommit ourselves to lives of worship, witness and service. 



 

Just as Jesus went without food or drink for the 40 days he was in the 
wilderness, some Christians undertake a fast of some kind during this time, 
for example, not eating meat, not eating during daylight or giving up 
something special like chocolate.   
 

And this is where the idea for Lent Event comes from.  Lent Event 
encourages us to give up some luxury and set the money aside for people 

who have very little.  In the giving up, we experience something of the 
sacrifice that the Lent journey points us to, as well as reminding us that 
simply by living more simply, we can help many people in other parts of 
the world. 

Even though we begin with ashes and sackcloth, Lent is not a time to 
wallow in self-pity or to drown ourselves in darkness.  It is a time to turn 
towards the way God has shown us. 
 

The colour for the season is purple: the colour of repentance (turning 
towards God) and of preparation. 
 

 

 

Palm / Passion Sunday – 27 March ’21 

For centuries, the Sunday prior to Easter 
has been known as Palm Sunday.  It is 
the day we remember Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem – riding into the city on the 

back of a colt as the crowd waved palm 
branches and laid their coats on the 

road before him.  This is the day we make our palm crosses to carry with 
us through the week and year ahead. 

Some churches remember the whole of the story of Jesus’ arrest and 
death on this day.  However, for us, the journey towards the cross and 
beyond is experienced through the various gatherings through Holy Week 
and Easter. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week:  28 March-3 April ’21 



Many Christians consider this the holiest week of the 
Christian year.  Many spend the week in prayer and 

fasting (if they haven’t already been doing so throughout 
the Lenten season).  It is a time to reflect on Jesus’ last 
week in Jerusalem, and his final steps towards his death. 

The readings, gatherings and services held during Holy 

Week, each reflect on different aspects of Jesus’ journey 
towards the cross and beyond.  We are invited to enter the story and 
journey of Jesus fully – to experience and share together the journey of 
life and faith in its many expressions and stages.   

 
 

Maundy Thursday – 1 April ’21 

The word “Maundy” may come from a Latin word 

mandatum, meaning “command”, recalling the new 
commandment Jesus gave to his disciples to love one 
another.  Another possible meaning is the Latin word 
mundo, meaning “wash”, referring to when Jesus washed 

the disciples’ feet at the Last Supper.  See John 13-17. 

This evening at Jamberoo we will gather to remember that special 
evening where Jesus washed his disciple’s feet and shared a meal with 
them on the evening when he was betrayed.  We also include a service of 

“Tenebrae”, meaning “shadows”, in which candles are extinguished 
during the reading of the gospel, signifying those who have deserted 
Jesus and the way in which people tried to snuff out Jesus’ light. 
 

 

 

Good Friday – 2 April ’21 

It may be that the somewhat ironic name for this 
day comes from a mispronunciation of “God’s 
Friday”, although scholars are uncertain. 

The central part of our worship today is the 

reading of the story of Jesus’ trial and death 
mainly from John’s gospel.  And we are 
challenged to remain with the very real grief and 
uncertainty that confronts us in Jesus’ death.  

While it is tempting to move quickly to the celebration of resurrection 
(after all, we do know the story doesn’t end with death!), it is worth 



spending some time in the loss, loneliness and uncertainty experienced 
by Jesus’ disciples that first Easter.  

Some churches might also walk “the stations of the cross” which involves 
spending time reflecting on each of 12-14 specific points along the 
journey Jesus took, ending with his death on the cross. 
 

 

 

Easter Day – Sunday 4 April ’21 

We are not sure yet what our Easter celebrations will 

look like, but there will be celebration!  

 

All the preparing, all the waiting and praying, culminates 
in the celebration of new life – a new life offered to us 

through the resurrection of Christ!  Alleluia!   
 

 

BUT THAT’S NOT ALL… The celebration of Easter is not just a one-off day 
in the year:  every moment of every day lived in the presence of the 
living Christ is reason enough to celebrate all the time! 

 


