Advent 1
Sunday 29 November 2020

Those Who Dream… keep awake
(Hope)
Gathering
Create a space for worship - perhaps with a
small table with a bible, cross and candle. This
week, it would be appropriate to find a purple
cloth or scarf to decorate the table. Start by
lighting the Christ candle. The candle helps to
centre us. Take some deep breaths as you
gather your thoughts towards God.

A video of the readings and reflection in
this service can be found here: https://
vimeo.com/485284641/303111d101
Welcome and introduction
Welcome!
Welcome to this time of worship together.
Friend or stranger, regular here or a guest,
whether you are excited or a bit ho hum,
whether you are sure of God’s love for you and all the world or wondering what this church-thing
is all about
You are welcome here and I pray that you will encounter the God of love in a new and
meaningful way.
Light candle
We light a candle to remind us of God’s presence with us always, and to draw us once more to
the Christ, the Light of the World, whose light shines into even the darkest places of the world
and cannot be overcome.
Acknowledgement of Country
We recognise the stewardship of the Wodi Wodi people of the Dharawal nation for the land on
which we gather today. Our indigenous brothers and sisters have cared for this place since time
immemorial and pay our respects to them and their elders, past, present and emerging. We
commit ourselves to the continuing work of seeking justice and reconciliation in this land.
Call to Worship
Psalm 126 says this:
1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.
2Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,
“The LORD has done great things for them.”
3The LORD has done great things for us,
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and we rejoiced.
The power of dreams lies in waking up.
You might like to close your eyes and imagine…
When we close our eyes, we can see a better world.
When we close our eyes, we can dream a better dream.
But when we open our eyes, we begin the work of faith.
You might like to open your eyes…
The power of worship is the same.
When we enter this space, we can see a better world.
When we open our ears and hearts and minds to the stories and Word of God, we dream a
better dream.
But when we leave this space, we begin the work of faith.
We get on with making it be…
So come. Dream your dream.
Find hope here.
And in a short time, we will go from here to continue the work of faith. Let it be so.
Listen: Spirit Blowing Through Creation (See the video)
This song invites us into the movement of the Spirit through all of creation inspiring hope and
awakening us to God’s presence all around us.
Introduction to Advent
Today we mark the beginning of our preparations for Christmas, our celebration of the birth of
Christ, our remembering Emmanuel, God-with-us.
The 4 Sundays leading up to Christmas Day are known as Advent.
Advent is really the beginning of the Church calendar year - so I could be saying, “Happy New
Year!”
It is at this point, we are invited to change gear again. It has been a long and difficult year for
many of us, and across the world - bushfires, coronavirus, compounded in many places by
racial conflict and the challenges of climate change.
Advent means “coming” - here we begin our preparations for celebrating the coming of Jesus
among us. But, it is not just about putting up the Christmas tree and our lights; it is not about
preparing our gift lists or Christmas feast. It is about turning our hearts and minds once more to
what it means to live as the followers of this Jesus.
What does it look like to live as those who dream?
Those who dream do not fall asleep to the realities of the world. God prompts us to pay
attention to where God’s dreams for change and new life are emerging.
In Advent, we remember that God’s ultimate dream is to be intimately connected to us and that
God has already come among us in the person of Jesus and has promised to always be among
us.
On the first Sunday in Advent, we light the candle of HOPE.
The Scripture readings today invite us into that space between the reality of the world we live in,
and the promise of God’s way. And in that space we are invited to stay alert, to keep watch for
the way God is already moving amongst us and calling us into God’s dream.

Based on Sanctified Art
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Lighting the Advent Candles
A: I dream of sunflower fields.
B: I dream of pavlova with lashing of fruit and a good dollop of cream.
A: I dream of the days when we could be part of a crowd.
B: I dream of beach days.
A: I dream of empty beds in jail cells.
B: I dream of a world that will let kids be kids.
A: I dream of full tables instead of empty bellies.
B: I dream of schools with enough money to teach.
A: I dream of parents with enough money to feed.
B: I dream to keep awake, because if we don’t dream of better days, then we might forget that
this is not what God imagined.
A: So today we light the candle of hope, for hope is the very thing that keeps dreams afloat.
Light candle.
B: May this light be an invitation to keep awake.
A: May this light be our invitation to be Advent people—people who dream. Amen.
Prayer
Original Dreamer,
Over and over again in scripture, we hear your dream for a beautiful world. We hear your dream
for peace and reconciliation.
We hear your dream for harmony and togetherness.
We hear your dream for community and hope.
We hear your dreams, and yet we do not open our eyes.
We continue to live with the curtains drawn,
the covers pulled tight,
eyes shut to the realities of the world.
Forgive us.
Kindle a hope in us that will burn through the darkest nights. Give us the strength and the will to
keep awake in this sleeping world. With hope we pray, Amen.
Words of affirmation
The promise, the good news, is that God comes among us.
Emmanuel - offering hope and forgiveness and life in all its abundance.
Long ago, these words were given to a group of people who were divided, who had forgotten
who they were and to whom they belonged. These words were given as a reminder that despite
our best efforts, God does not leave us. Hear these words and remember that we are children of
God:
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been
given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in
speech and knowledge of every kind— 6just as the testimony of Christ has been
strengthened among you— 7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of Jesus the Christ.
Know that you are loved and be at peace.
Thanks be to God!
3

Listening for God’s Voice
Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9 (Maurice and Susan)
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence—
2 as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
4 From ages past no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him.
5 You meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;
because you hid yourself we transgressed.
6 We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7 There is no one who calls on your name,
or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
8 Yet, O Lord, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.
9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord,
and do not remember iniquity for ever.
Now consider, we are all your people.
Reading: Mark 13:24-37 (Maurice and Susan)
24 ‘But in those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
26 Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. 27 Then he
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to
the ends of heaven.
28 ‘From

the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its
leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until
all these things have taken place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not
pass away.
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32 ‘But

about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father. 33 Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work,
and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for you do not
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or
at dawn, 36 or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I
say to all: Keep awake.’
Hear what God’s Spirit is saying to the church.
Thanks be to God!
Prayer of Invocation
Turn us from darkness toward your light,
Wake us from complacency to attentiveness.
Move us from isolation and loneliness
toward the warmth of worshipping together.
Centre us in the hope of an Advent promise,
as you reveal Your Word for us this day.

by Cathy Kolwey
https://revgalblogpals.org/2020/11/24/worship-words-for-advent-1-2020/

Reflection
“Keep alert”, says Jesus, “Keep awake” (Mark 13:33,35,37)
In the midst of the ordinariness of our days, even when this crazy world threatens to overwhelm
us, keep alert, keep awake.
For what? What are we looking out for? What are we hoping to see or experience?
As we begin to prepare for celebrating the brith of Jesus, we are down into a liminal space - a
space in between.
We live between the time of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection and the fulfilment of God’s
promises for all of creation.
So we sometimes get caught - Advent is not about waiting for Jesus to come in the celebration
of his birth - that has already happened.
Advent places us in a space that recognises the reality of the now, and looks with hope and
expectation towards the fulfilment of God’s dream for the world, the “not yet”.
We are called, in that in between time to dream God’s dream with God, and to live our lives in
making those dreams our reality.
And we are called to stay awake, stay alert to where God is already at work in the world.
The readings this morning begin in lament, the prophet crying out to God, “O that you would
tear open the heavens and come down” (Isaiah 64:1). Isn’t that sometimes how we feel about
the reality of the world we live in.
We know all too well, the pain, the hurt, the injustice that permeates our living.
And yet we also know that God is at work in the world, and that God calls us to work to bring
about the dreams God has for us and for all of creation.
In baptism, we are buying into God’s dreams.
In baptism, we are committing ourselves to working towards making those dreams a reality in
the world - we commit ourselves to service, to discipleship, to sharing the love of God with all
people everywhere.
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In baptism, we commit ourselves to being a part of the community of faith who see to live out
God’s dream and to share the dream with all of creation.
So perhaps this week you can spend sometime thinking about:
* What are God's dreams for our world?
* Where and how do we glimpse God’s dreams unfolding in our lives?
* What does it mean to be a faithful dreamer—immersing ourselves in God’s holy imagination
and taking action to make change?
* In this season of Advent, how is God luring us toward wonder and awe?
Video / Listen: Those Who Dream
Responding
At our second service this morning, we celebrated the baptism of Beau Robbie Evans and Koby
Jack Cross. You might like to remember them and their families in your prayers.
Post-Baptismal Prayers
God of love, we rejoice again to receive your grace in hearing your word and sharing in this
Sacrament of baptism this morning.We have heard your call once again and we are made
new by your Spirit.
As you have loved them from the beginning, continue to guide and guard Beau and Koby all
their days. May your love hold them, your truth guide them, your joy delight them.
Bless Aaron and Pamela; and Candice and Lance. We thank you for your goodness to
them. Help them to keep the promises they have made.
May their homes be secure and happy.
Give all of them wisdom and courage, laughter and peace, and the love that endures all
things.
And we pray for ourselves who so easily forget your grace, that by sharing in this mystery
we may recall our own baptism, and continue to walk in the light of Christ and with the
companionship of the Holy Spirit. Bless your faithful people, and unite us in the peace of
Christ. Amen.
Prayer for others
Creator God,
we bring our prayers from a world in deep distress.
There are signs and portents all around us, and no-one to tell us what they mean: fires and
plagues and pestilence;
a shaking up of all we thought we knew;
leaders who are corrupt, or foolish,
or just as helpless as we all feel
in the face of forces we cannot control.
And yet we dare to believe
that it is your world.
We go on asserting that you care, not just because to do otherwise is unthinkable, but because
the old stories have a hold on us and we hold on to them.
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We kneel with shepherds and sages by the straw-filled crib
and we worship.
We listen, spellbound, to the stories told on hilltop and sandy shore,
and we are hooked.
We watch, aghast, as softly
the agony ends, and the final breath escapes.
We grieve and we despair.
We wake early and we wonder
if maybe, just maybe,
new hope may come with the dawn.
God of birth and growth, decline and death,
God of whatever came before
and whatever may come after
the brief, troubled lives that we know,
we commit to your care and keeping our lives and our loved ones...
Silence
our world and our worries on its behalf...
Silence
We long for you to come and save us. May we be ready when you do. Amen.

Based on Spill The Beans, Resources for 29 November 2020, p.13

Offering
In responding to what we have read and how we have heard God speak to us, we commit
ourselves to moving with God’s Spirit, breathing life in the world around us.
Let’s pray…
Loving God,
you have given us everything we could possibly need to live well
on this beautiful, fertile, fragile planet which is both our temporary home
and a sacred trust, demanding out care.
We have eyes with which to see the world’s beauty, and consciousness with which to appreciate
it.
We have material resources and creative minds, and hands with opposable thumbs.
We have language with which to communicate,
and hearts equipped to love the other living creatures with whom we share our planet.
Most of all, and best of all,
we have your promised presence with us, always and everywhere;
not just in the person of Jesus,
but most tangible there.
Accept these gifts as a sign of our gratitude, and our longing to walk by his side and follow in his
ways. Amen.

Based on Spill The Beans, Resources for 29 November 2020, p.13

Notices:
• if you would like to receive the notices by email, then please let us know and we will make
sure you get added to the list - there is a card for you to fill in as much or as little detail as
you are comfortable. You can then put it in the offering plate or give it to an elder.
• Advent - devotional studies - $5 - available today.
• Next Sunday - back to 9.30am
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Sending out
Listen: Advent News (see video)
This song invites us into the joy of the season as we reflect on God’s dream for all creation.
Blessing
As you go,
May you have the strength to dream wild dreams of justice, peace, and joy that overflows.
May you have the humanity to listen to the dreams of others.
May you have the confidence to trust that the God who heard the cries of the Israelites in Egypt,
hears your dreams as well.
And may you have the conviction to return to this space, for our best dreams are those we
dream together.
In the name of God who dreamed us into being;
Jesus the one who lived God’s dream;
and the Holy Spirit who continues to inspire our dreams.
Go in peace, go in love. Amen

drawn from Sarah Are
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