
Season of Creation 3 
16th After Pentecost  

Sunday 20 September 2020 

Be Transformed - It’s Not Fun Anymore… 
Season of Creation - Wilderness/Outback 

Gathering 

Create a space for worship - perhaps with a small table with a bible, cross and candle. This week, 
it would be appropriate to find a green cloth or scarf to signify that we are now in a time of 
“growing”.  Start by lighting the Christ candle. The candle helps to centre us. Take some deep 
breaths as you gather your thoughts towards God. 

A video of parts of this service can be found here: https://vimeo.com/459257763/4a43579b3a  

Welcome and introduction 
Can you think of a time when you have set out on a new path and then found yourself in 
an unfamiliar place and feeling a bit uncomfortable, alone and abandoned? 
Hear the good news: the God of All Creation has promised to never leave us - ever! 

Call to Worship 
Look to the stars—filling the sky with light! 
God’s word is a light, shining bright in the shadows. 
Look to the stars—spread across the universe, farther than any eye has seen. 
God is everywhere present, whether we go to the ends of the earth or depths of the sea. 
Look to the stars—more than we even have numbers to count. 
God’s grace is beyond imagining, beyond language, beyond counting. 
Look to the stars—signs of God’s promise, shining through all generations. 
We come to worship God, in whom we trust. 

Teri Peterson 
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https://revgalblogpals.org/2020/09/15/worship-words-for-20-september-generosity-as-expansive-as-the-stars/  
We pray… 
Creator God, help us to open our minds and hearts 
to the grandeur of your creation. 
Help us to remember that even when we are in solitude at the back of a cave or the foot of 
a mountain or the bottom of a silent canyon, we are not alone.  
We are part of this wild, grand, connected world. 
We are part of the wilderness. 
and the wilderness teaches us who we are. Amen.  

Seasons of the Spirit, Resources for Season of Creation 3, 20 September 2020 

Acknowledgement of Country 
We recognise the stewardship of the Wodi Wodi people of the Dharawal nation for the land 
on which we gather today.  

From river to ocean  
from campfire to hearth  
may the First People  
who have cared for this land  
be blessed.  

From breath to song  
from step to dance  
may those who follow your Songlines  
guide us on the journey  
to living honourably in this place.  

From greeting to Amen  
from silence to chorus  
may our worship  
join with the voices  
of the First Peoples  
of this Land.  

(c) 2017, A.Koh-Butler 

Sing - Where Wide Sky Rolls Down (TIS 188) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFX7VBH_2ZQ  

Prayer	
Holy one, 
your grace knows no bounds, your love for all creation 
is equal and eternal.  
You say to the sun, moon and stars I love you; 
you say to the oceans, 
mountains and valleys  
I love you; 
you say to the trees and grasses I love you; 
you say to the wild animals and deep sea beings 
I love you 
and you say to all humanity 
I love you.  
Each part of creation is loved by you no part more or less 
all equally loved.  

Spill The Beans, Resources for 20 September 2020 
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Confession 
Like our fathers and mothers of faith, 
we complain, Holy One. 
In this wilderness that is 2020, 
this year, this time, this place, 
filled with pestilence and disaster, 
upheaval and discord, 
we complain. 

In traffic. At the store. On social media. 
In the umpteenth Zoom meeting this week, or day. 
Out loud, to our spouses and children, 
to our family and friends, our colleagues and coworkers, 
in our heart of hearts, 
to ourselves, and to you, Sacred Presence, 
we complain. 

We complain about how much we miss 
the way things used to be, 
about how much we hate the way things are, 
and about our concern for what unspeakable horrors 
may be coming next. 

And then we complain about complaining. 

More than a little worried 
you are complaining about us, too, 
we hide our faces, and our hearts. 

But your Word tells us differently. 

Even as they voiced their complaints, 
Moses tells Aaron to tell the people, 
“Draw near. 
Draw near to the Lord, for [God] has heard.” 

You do not abandon or ignore, Creator God, 
you draw near. You listen. You hear. 

You hear the fear, the concern, the anger, the frustration, 
the embarrassment, the grief, the yearning for connection 
that is underneath and within our complaints. 
You hear. You listen. You draw near. 

Forgive us, Author of Life, for our complaints, 
and for pulling away from your compassion and care. 
Tune our hearts to your Presence, 
that we may draw near to you, 
and in turn, with open ears and listening spirits, 
draw near and be present to others.  Amen. 

Kathy Swaar 
https://revgalblogpals.org/2020/09/15/worship-words-for-20-september-generosity-as-expansive-as-the-stars/  
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Assurance 
We are your creatures, in a web of creation that is nurtured by grace.  
We will never escape your love, no matter how far we try to go.  
We are loved, supported, and held in the family of all living things.  

Seasons of the Spirit, Resources for Season of Creation 3, 20 September 2020 

Listening for God’s Voice 

Reading: Exodus 16:1-15 
The whole congregation of the Israelites set out from Elim; and Israel came to the 
wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second 
month after they had departed from the land of Egypt. 2The whole congregation of the 
Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3The Israelites said to 
them, ‘If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 
fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill 
this whole assembly with hunger.’ 
4 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each 
day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, 
whether they will follow my instruction or not. 5On the sixth day, when they prepare what 
they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.’ 6So Moses and Aaron 
said to all the Israelites, ‘In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, 
because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you 
complain against us?’ 8And Moses said, ‘When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the 
evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining 
that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against 
the Lord.’ 
9 Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, “Draw near to 
the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.” ’ 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole 
congregation of the Israelites, they looked towards the wilderness, and the glory of the 
Lord appeared in the cloud. 11The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 12‘I have heard the 
complaining of the Israelites; say to them, “At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 
morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your  
God.” ’ 
13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a 
layer of dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the 
wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites 
saw it, they said to one another, ‘What is it?’ For they did not know what it was. Moses said 
to them, ‘It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat. 

Reading: Matthew 3:13 - 4:2 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptised by him. 14John 
would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptised by you, and do you come to 
me?’ 15But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil 
all righteousness.’ Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptised, just as he 
came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, ‘This 
is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 

4  Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He 
fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 
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Hear what God’s Spirit is saying to the church.  
Thanks be to God! 

Reflection 
Let us pray… 
Loving God, we thank you for the wild, beautiful, eternally changing world that is always 
beyond our understanding. In the wilderness, help us to find wonder and awe, to mourn 
when the land calls us to mourn, and to rejoice when it calls us to rejoice. Amen.  

Over the past few weeks we have been thinking about transformation. 
“Be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 
God - what is good and acceptable and perfect”, says Paul in the letter to the church at 
Rome (12:2). 

We have talked about how transformation is a process - not just a series of changes, but 
its about allowing our whole being to be shaped and moved in accordance to God’s grace 
or as God’s Spirit guides us. 
We have talked about our need to be grounded in the truth of knowing the God who is and 
who calls us by name. 

And we have left behind what was once familiar - for the people of Israel, they left behind a 
life of bondage and slavery and oppression.  We are asked to leave behind those things 
that tie us down, that hold us captive to what is, that blind us from the vision of what might 
be. 
In leaving behind all that we know, we encounter a God who has our backs - who clears 
the path across the waters, who invites us to turn our backs on powers and forces who 
would continue to enslave us. 

Now what? 

Today’s readings take us into the wilderness. 
The gospel reading from Matthew’s account of Jesus’ life offers us a similar pattern.  Jesus 
leaves his childhood home and encounters God in the waters of the Jordan.  As he is 
baptised by John, God reveals God’s self to him and assures him of God’s love for him 
(3:17). 
And then Jesus is led into the desert.   
Mark’s version of the story is more dramatic - Jesus is either ‘driven’ or ‘compelled’ into the 
wilderness (Mark 1:12). 
But it is here, in the wilderness, that Jesus is invited to draw on the depths of his faith to 
respond to the tempter.  And by the end of it, he is hungry (4:1-2). 

There is something about the wilderness that is important to our growth both as individuals 
and as a community together.   
As an individual, we can sometimes experience the wilderness as an “aloneness” or a 
“lostness”, a time when we seem to have lost our way, but it is also a time when we too are 
invited to draw on our resources, deep within ourselves, to engage with God’s Spirit in the 
depths of our being.  It is a time to when we are invited to notice what is different and to 
engage with a new environment, to recognise our own vulnerability (and reliance on God), 
and as we do, we discover more about ourselves, more about the world God has created 
and more about Godself. 
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In community, in the wilderness, we learn together, we wrestle together, we dig deeply 
together to discover God's Spirit leading us on.  The challenge is in the fact that we have 
to do it together - that is, we have to deal with one another - and, as the people of Israel 
show us so wonderfully, not just in this story but throughout their journey towards the land 
God has promised them, working with other people, working in community, presents its 
own special challenges. 

So here they are - on the other side of the water - having just witnessed a great miracle 
and celebrated God’s goodness to them and protection of them. 
God has also already provided water for them to drink (15:22-25) and then brought them to 
a camp where there was plenty of water (15:27). 
All this in a period of about 6 weeks since they had left Egypt (16:1). 

Now they have set off again but its not long before it starts… 

Have you ever heard of the term “hangry”?   
It is when you are hungry enough to be just a little bit tetchy.   
The blood sugar levels have dropped and you are feeling less than at your best. 
And we become a bit “bitey” with other people. 
Do you know how that feels? 

I’m thinking that’s what the Israelites were feeling… 
Hungry and tetchy. A bit “bitey” with one another. 

And they take it out on Moses and Aaron. 
They complain - and their complaint is a bit extreme - we may as well have died back in 
Egypt than to die here in the middle of nowhere (16:3). 
Really?! 

Have you ever tried that argument?  I was better off where I was, why did I leave? 
Or when changes are made in our community or in the church - we were better off the 
ways things were…?  Sometimes, that may be true, but it definitely wasn’t true of the 
people of Israel. 
And anyway, God has already shown that God can provide water for their thirst, so why 
couldn’t they ask God for food, instead of complaining that they are hungry and accusing 
Moses and Aaron of leading them to their deaths? 

God tells Moses and Aaron that God will provide - but, and I love the almost side comment 
that, God also wants to make sure they will follow God’s instructions (16:4). 

The people of Israel are assured that in the evening you will know that it was God who 
brought you out of Egypt, and in the morning you will see the glory of the Lord. (16:6-7) 

And as Moses passes on God’s instructions to them, he makes sure they know that their 
complaining is not against him and Aaron, but against God (16:8).  Their complaining, 
whilst directed at their leaders, is really a complaint to the God who has led them all to this 
place and who promises to never abandon them. 

The story goes on to tells us that the evening brought meat in the form of quail and the 
morning brought manna (16:12-14).  “Manna” - literally the word in Hebrew sounds like 
“what is it?” (16:15).  And this meat and bread will accompany them for the next 40 years 
as they travel (16:35), as they transition, as they are transformed. 
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[Note: The readings for Sunday skip over the part that reveals that even when God does 
provide for them, some of the people can’t follow God’s instruction and attempt to take 
more than they need which , of course, doesn’t end well (16:20).] 

As we travel together through changes in our community brought on by pandemic,  
as we travel through changes to church, whether different people, or a wider culture that 
makes it seemingly ever more difficult to share the gospel, or changes to our buildings that 
find us in unfamiliar spaces,  
as we sometimes encounter changes in our family life or home life brought on by growing 
children, changing financial circumstances or ageing bodies, 
what discomfort are you feeling?  Are you “hangry”? 
Can you name your discomfort? 
It is not about whether you feel discomfort - we all do at some stage or other - it is what we 
do with it that matters.   
Rather than complain, it might help to talk about your discomfort with someone - a friend or 
a mentor, perhaps?  Naming it, talking about it, can help us to reframe a complaint into a 
conversation or a question.   
And conversations and questions are much more productive than complaints! 

And then can you bring that discomfort, that conversation or question to God? 

Perhaps as we bring our concerns and discomfort before the God of the Wilderness, we 
will find less reason to complain to one another, and instead find ways ahead that we’ve 
never even dreamed of.  
May our experiences of the wilderness help us to grow in ever deepening relationship with 
our God, with one another and with the people we are called to serve. 

Let’s pray, 
God of all Life and Hope, 
Our lives are a mix of wilderness and promise.  Help us to be able to identify which is 
which.  And help us in good times and tough, to bring our discomfort and concerns to you.  
Help us, together, to discern your way and to commit ourselves to following.  In Jesus’ 
name, we pray.  Amen. 

Listen: When The Quail Came  
See this version by the UCA past-President, Rev Dr Andrew Dutney: https://
andrewfdutney.com/2020/03/21/the-quail-song/  
Or see the video for a version with lyrics. 

Responding 

Prayer for others 
Gracious Teacher, you showed us by your life how we can let go of hate and choose to 
love and reconcile with our enemies.   As we look at our broken world we see so many 
people who have inherited centuries of hate and violence and can see no way out except 
through a continuation of hate and violence.  
We thank you for the people engaging in the hard work of peace and reconciliation, a work 
that needs everyone to sit at the table and be open to each other.  
We pray for the people whose lives have been destroyed by hate and violence, who 
continue to live in fear and anxiety and see no way to peace and safety.  
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We thank you for the people using their gifts to enable people to find safe places to live 
and work to feed their families.  
We pray for the people whose lives have been impacted in so many different ways by the 
pandemic of Covid-19; for the radical changes that have forced them to adapt and cope 
with this new way of living.  
We thank you for the people who have led and advised us through these strange days, for 
all who have worked hard to help us find a way forward and who have put aside any 
differences they may have had and chosen to work together with others who can bring the 
changes we need.  
Gracious God, may we be willing to make the changes we need and to let go of our fears 
and mistrust of others, so that together we can all move forward and find a way of peace 
and reconciliation  that works for everyone, whoever and wherever they are. 

Healing Spirit, we pray for people who are ill or needing your strength and courage. 
You might like to name some of the people who are on your heart… 
Breathe your life through tired bodies and souls, give courage and strength to keep going, 
embrace each one with your endless love and grace. 

God of the wilderness, we pray that we can better aim to protect, live with, and defend the 
wildness at the core of our beings and around the world.  
We pray for the restoration of full and flourishing life across the world, in places that have 
seen destruction from humans and natural disasters.  
Help us to remember our connection with all elements of creation, and to embrace that 
connection with exuberance, joy, and our full energy.  
We pray in the name of the One who came to teach us and show us how long and high 
and deep is your love, Jesus the Christ, Amen.  

Adapted from Seasons of the Spirit and Spill The Beans, Resources for 20 September 2020 

Offering  
In responding to what we have read and how we have heard God speak to us, we commit 
ourselves to moving with God’s Spirit, breathing life in the world around us. If you make a 
regular financial contribution to the Kiama-Jamberoo Congregation, consider putting that 
amount aside now and keeping it safe. 

Generous One, 
we cannot thank you enough for all that you have given to us.  
In return for your love and generosity we bring to you 
our offerings of money: 
they are but signs and symbols of our whole lives 
which we offer freely to you, today and always.  Amen.  

Spill The Beans, Resources for 20 September 2020 

Notices:  
Keep an eye on the website, Facebook page and the e-news for updates. If you hear of or 
notice anyone needing a bit of extra support, please let Kath, Janice, or one of the Elders 
or Pastoral Partners know. 
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Sending out 

Sing - Guide Me O Thou Great Redeemer (TIS 569) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ofp6rdAgRrY  

Sending and Blessing 
The wilderness can be a lonely place - may God’s Spirit be your companion. 
The wilderness is a teaching place - may you be open to the inspiration of God’s way. 
The wilderness brings us deeply into the presence of God - may you know the love and 
grace of your Creator - this day and always. 
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For Further Reflection 
Following are two poems by Australian poet, Normal Habels. 
You might like to spend time with them in the coming days. 

The Outback – Life  
Norman Habel 

The Australian outback is a world of wonders,  
and amazing mysteries, 
vast reaches of red sand 

extending for miles across the centre,  
huge boulders erupting from the landscape,  

deep gorges dotted with salty spinifex.  
The outback is not a wasteland, 
but a world pulsing with Life. 

Beyond the dingo and the hovering hawk,  
beyond the goannas and the isolated Sturt Pea,  

lie a mass of minute life forms beneath the sand,  
within the huge rocks and along the gorges.  

The outback is alive with hidden Life. 

I once travelled across the outback sands  
to reach a place called Docker River  

after hours and hours of apparent desolation. 

Suddenly, I saw rising from the red sands of that dry river bed  
tiny green shoots – tiny river gums. Alive! 

All forms of Life, whether river gums or desert ants,  
minute molecules or dry moss, 

are amazing complexes of mystery and wonder. 
And their sudden appearance in an apparently lifeless outback  

makes us shudder! Life! Life!  
Life-forces confronting you everywhere! 

We see things alive, but not Life herself. 
If I hold in my hands a plant or a puppy, 

I know it is alive. Life is pulsing. 
But I cannot take Life from the plant 
and examine it as a separate entity. 

Life herself is hidden, 
a wonder we cannot see, an invisible impulse!  

Perhaps we should call this invisible force, God.  
The Bible calls it the breath of God. 
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If we wander into the Australian outback  
and contemplate the Rock, 

the sacred site called Uluru, we find ourselves  
faced with an amazing mystery  

animated with life-forces. 

In the outback, our Aboriginal brothers and sisters  
were sensitive to the life-forces around them,  
life-forces that enabled the kangaroo to live 

in a way that was true to the nature of a kangaroo. 

Those invisible life-forces are present in the Rock, 
in the landscape, in the canyons. 

They existed along song-lines and Dreaming sites...unseen 

Life-forces were experienced as spiritual 
by Australian Aboriginal people, 

linking them to their ancestors and the Creator Spirit  
whose Presence permeates the outback. 

If our Aboriginal mentors can discern spiritual Presence  
in the landscape of the Outback, 

I believe we can, too.  
If we look beyond, 

we may see more than botany and geology.  
The landscape reflects the spiritual, 

the mystery of Presence, 

the mystery of Outback called Life. 
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The Outback – Voice 
Norman Habel 

Dare we explore the mystery of the Outback  
and listen to a “voice crying in the wilderness”? 

What might that voice be for us today?  
The voice of the landscape? 

The voice of lands like Maralinga  
polluted with radioactive waste? 

The voice of sacred sites desecrated by human greed?  
The voice of wild creatures almost extinct  

because of abuse of the bushlands? 
Is it creation groaning? 

What might that voice be for us today?  
The voice of the First Peoples in pain?  

The voice of so many Outback communities  
whose culture has been destroyed 
and their worlds made miserable? 

The voice of the ancient custodians of the land  
whose voice has not been heard and 

whose sacred way of caring for this land has been ignored?  
The voice of Jesus reminding us that we 

are called to have empathy, 
to reach out with compassion to heal and restore. 

What might that voice be for us today? 
There is another voice, the voice of the Spirit.  

With every call of the kookaburra, the Spirit calls!  
With every river gum sprouting in the dry river bed, the Spirit calls! 

With every sunset on the Rock, the Spirit calls!  
With every goanna giving birth in the desert sand, the Spirit calls,  

crying Life! 
The Spirit is calling for us to celebrate life, celebrate birth,  

celebrate the mystery of God shimmering in the sands. 
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