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11th After Pentecost  
Sunday 16 August 2020 

 
 

 

Gathering 

 
A video of this service can be found here: https://vimeo.com/447779523/42227a151e  
 
Create a space for worship - perhaps with a small table with a bible, cross and 
candle. This week, it would be appropriate to find a green cloth or scarf to signify that 
we are moving into a time of “growing”. And please bring some bread and wine/juice 
as we share in Communion together. Start by lighting the candle. The candle helps 
to centre us. Take some deep breaths as you gather your thoughts towards God. 
 

 
 
Acknowledgement of Country 
Today we are mindful of this place we call home, the ground we walk on, the trees 
that sway in the wind, the waters that flow and flood and rush, the waves that crash 
against the rocks. We are mindful that we have only a tiny part in this great story and 
that our indigenous brothers and sisters have been part of this story for generations. 
We acknowledge them today, we pray for them today, we speak words of faith – that 
in the days to come we will walk together and learn from one another.  
 
Call To Worship 
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is when people walk together in unity, that’s 
where God’s blessing is found!  
Behold – take a look – take notice – it’s such a blessing when we learn to walk 
together, how good it is, what joy it brings, when we find common ground, when we 
rejoice in what we share.  
Can you imagine for a moment, seeing Aaron, the high priest, being anointed with oil 
– the sign being set apart for God, of healing and blessing. Oil, running down over 
the collar of his robe, over the ephod, this blessing running over every one of God’s 
children – the oil of blessing running down on you. Who do you know today that 
needs a blessing – who do you know who needs to feel loved and cared for, needs 
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to know that they belong? 
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is when people walk together in unity, that’s 
where God’s blessing is found!  
 
Prayer 
Loving God, Your very being speaks of unity, of relationship, of caring and making 
room for the other. 
We come today recognizing that so often we don’t want to make room for anyone, 
we don’t want to take that extra step to forgive or understand. And yet in the midst of 
our failures there is hope – our God of relationship always wants to restore and 
rebuild and renew and so we bring you the broken pieces of our dreams, our good 
intentions gone wrong, knowing that these are the very pieces You will take and 
mould and form into new life and new possibilities. Forgive us we pray and free us to 
live lives that share Your joy, Your hope and Your love with Your precious world. 
 
Song – Behold How Good and Pleasant It Is 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJTPl7UXMFM 

Behold how good and how pleasant it is 
For brothers to dwell together 
Behold how good and how pleasant it is 
For brothers to dwell together 
In unity, to dwell in unity, 
La la la la la la al la la. 
In unity, to dwell in unity, 
La la la la la la al la la. 

 
    

Listening for God’s Voice 

 
Reading – Genesis 45:1-15 
Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried 
out, “Have everyone leave my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he 
made himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians 
heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard about it. 
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers 
were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. 
4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he 
said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5 And now, do not be 
distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was 
to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 6 For two years now there has been 
famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing and reaping. 
7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save 
your lives by a great deliverance. 
8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to 
Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 9 Now hurry back to my 
father and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of 
all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. 10 You shall live in the region of Goshen 
and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and 
all you have. 11 I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to 
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come. Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to you will become 
destitute.’ 
12 “You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really I 
who am speaking to you. 13 Tell my father about all the honour accorded me in Egypt 
and about everything you have seen. And bring my father down here quickly.” 
14 Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin 
embraced him, weeping. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. 
Afterward his brothers talked with him. 
 
Reading – Romans 11: 29-32 
28 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies for your sake; but as far as 
election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, 29 for God’s gifts 
and his call are irrevocable. 30 Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God 
have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now 
become disobedient in order that they too may now[h] receive mercy as a result of 
God’s mercy to you. 32 For God has bound everyone over to disobedience so that he 
may have mercy on them all. 
 
Reading – Matthew 15: 21-28 
21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 A 
Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, 
have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.” 
23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send 
her away, for she keeps crying out after us.” 
24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 
25 The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. 
26 He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” 
27 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
master’s table.” 
28 Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” 
And her daughter was healed at that moment. 
 
Song – Come Let Us Sing Of A Wonderful Love 
http://youtu.be/3BZfXTCUbr8  
 
Message 
I love these Old Testament stories – I guess that comes from growing up with two 
parents who loved the scriptures and shared them in ways that brought them to life. 
As a child I couldn’t wait to go to bed at night because once I was settled under 
Snuggzie (my pastel woollen blanket) mum would tell me the next chapter of our 
bedtime story – she didn’t read it, these events were so real to her – here we were 
with Abraham and Lot dividing up the country, with David using his slingshot to kill a 
lion, or watching as Joseph weeps and embraces his brothers. 
   

Here we are, dropping into Joseph's story again - he's ready to forgive his brothers, 
he can see how God has used all that has happened; now in their time of need he is 
in a position to help them. He meets his brothers and says, "It was not you who sent 
me here - God sent me." 
 

BUT HOW DID HE GET THERE? Not to Egypt, but to that place where Joseph could 
stand back and see how God was using his story. How many times did he go over 
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the story?  How long did it take before he could hear his brother's names and not feel 
the rage rising? 
  
I suppose we have all had to deal with someone who has been through a difficult 
situation and from that point on everything goes back to that one thing, they never 
move from that place. Every conversation ends up going over the same story again, 
every new situation somehow mirrors the past. That story, that incident, that loss has 
become their defining story. I’m not suggesting that their suffering is insignificant, it 
may have been a life changing event holding enormous tragedy, but it has become 
where the story stops. Often it's because they feel they had no opportunity to be 
heard. Actually if I’m honest, there have been times when I’ve encountered someone 
like that and I can feel the glazed look coming over my eyes as soon as they begin to 
speak – maybe they were right, maybe they weren’t being listened to! 
 

Joseph had every reason to be angry, if anyone was entitled to extract revenge 
surely it was him and yet here he is, longing for reconciliation. 
 
What does it take to move from that place of justified anger, of betrayal or broken 
relationship, of loss or tearing grief and tragedy; to a place where you can see the 
bigger picture? It’s not easy and it takes time but I want to share with you one step 
on the journey that I have found helps, it’s a prayer written by St Ignatius of Loyola. 
 
 SUSCIPE, Ignatius of Loyola 

Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, 
my memory, my understanding, 
and my entire will, 
All I have and call my own. 

You have given all to me. 
To you, Lord, I return it. 

Everything is yours;                               
do with it what you will. 
Give me only your love and your grace, 
that is enough for me. 
 
Sometimes I can’t see anything but my part of the story, but using this prayer I have 
found that I can ask God to show me HIS point of view – it takes courage, but if I can 
say “Take Lord and receive my memory, my understanding – it’s all I can see. Can 
You take it and help me to see what You see, what You remember, what You 
understand… Everything is yours, all my anger, all my pain, all my disappointment, 
here it is, do with it what you will. Give me only your love and grace, empty out all the 
rest and fill me up again with your love and grace, that’s enough!” then it changes 
where I am standing, it becomes a step towards a new story. 
 
There are not very many things you can say improve with age, but 20/20 hindsight is 
one! Looking back, can you see your Joseph moments? Circumstances that seemed 
hopeless, seemed to cut across what you thought God had called you to do or to be? 
I think Esther had those moments, waiting in the palace, her uncle, her only living 
relative pushing her to talk to the king even though that could cost her life. Maybe 
Mordaci had those moments too. With the whole nation in danger he is willing to put 
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Esther in the firing line – who knows, perhaps you were brought here for a time such 
as this. It’s not what they expected, but God had a plan. 
 
As a young man my Dad was passionate about ministry. He preached and led 
services, Bible studies and prayer meetings in little back-woods churches around 
Richmond and Wilberforce. Eventually he went into full time ministry – surely this 
was where God had intended him to be all along? Some years passed and there 
was conflict in the church he was pastoring – I think we all know something about 
that – he left the church; he left the ministry – but wasn’t that what God had called 
him to? A little more time and he was working for Austcare, suddenly there were 
opportunities to talk about the work of Austcare preaching in churches of all different 
denominations – sharing God’s word – that’s what he had been called to, but not the 
way he thought. He could have stayed hurt and disillusioned – it took time, and there 
would be more struggles but he was able to see from a different perspective, with a 
different understanding, it became part of the journey not the end of the road. 
 
What are you called to? The reading in Romans today starts out talking about 
calling. Paul is talking about the Jewish people, but I believe we can also put 
ourselves in there – God’s calling is irrevocable. It doesn’t change. Sometimes we 
get caught seeing only one part of His calling on our lives and so if that changes we 
feel as if we have lost our sense of direction. Has your calling changed? What are 
you called to? In a world that is pitching and changing around us do you need to see 
things from a different perspective? Perhaps you need to step into God’s spot and 
look again at your life and circumstances so He can show you the journey as He 
sees it. Perhaps as you begin to see your journey from a new perspective there is 
someone else in your life who will learn to do the same thing, through you. We are 
called to share God’s love, that may not look the way we expected, but His call 
doesn’t change. “just give me your love and grace Lord, that is enough.” 
 
 

Responding 

 
 
Responding to the Word of God  
Ps 133 – When Bob and I were in Ireland in 2005 we shared a pilgrimage with 
people from around the world. One of our Irish friends shared a Gaelic word with us 
that fits well with Psalm 133, and with our responding to God’s word in some way. 
'Nosc' means two being joined together, if you join your finger and thumb to make a 
circle and then make a circle with the other thumb and finger like two links of a chain 
– that’s ‘nosc’. There’s plenty of room to move and be who we are but always there 
for one another. This week as you knit a beanie for Uniting or arrange to donate 
some food to Vinnies or support Helen with her ‘paws’ walk or put aside money to 
support the ongoing ministry of the church, that’s ‘nosc’ – being who you are, using 
your gifts and talents to support and love – living out unity. 
 
Offering  
In responding to what we have read and how we have heard God speak to us, we commit 
ourselves to moving with God’s Spirit, breathing life in the world around us. 
If you make a regular financial contribution to the Kiama-Jamberoo Congregation, consider 
putting that amount aside now and keeping it safe. 
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Prayer for Others 
Loving God we come carrying our broken and hurting world, 

• the families and friends right here in Kiama, Jamberoo and Gerringong who 
have been confronted with the suicide of someone they love 

• the people of Lebanon facing such devastation and destruction, trying to 
rebuild their lives and homes 

• people who have been robbed of time with loved ones because of Covid 19 

• those who are grieving the loss of someone they love, the loss of a job, the 
loss of hopes and dreams 

• those who have the responsibility of making decisions that will impact entire 
nations 

• those who are feeling anxious and afraid 

• church leaders 

• those who are struggling with mental health issues, pain and illness 

• those who are near and dear to us 
We echo the words of the disciples saying, “Where else shall we go, only You have 
the words of eternal life.” and so we come holding these many concerns. Pour out 
Your love and grace we pray, and Lord, if there is something we can do, then may 
we be busy pouring out Your love and grace wherever we go, whatever we do, 
whatever we say. 
 

Sending Out 

 
Song – Brother, Sister, Let Me Serve You  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_ufwqwquqY&feature=youtu.be 
 
Benediction 
Go in the grace of God,  
in the company of the Son  
and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Prepared by Marion Haigh 
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